MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the
BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA POLICE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION
(UNITED KINGDOM).

Held in the Southcrest Manor Hotel, Redditch, on Saturday 23 May 2026, commencing at

1.

11:00

Welcome:

The Chairman 10577 Jim Harris welcomed the following member (as per the
attendance list) 7784 Steve Acornley, 7211 Peter Biddulph, 9196 Dougie & Jane
Bing, 9556 Jim Bowie, 9205 Johnthan Court, 8360 Andrian & Annable Cross, 8569
Richard Davis, 8307 Flash Firth, 7612 Jerry Rickson, 21063 John Rushton, 8030
Murray Russell, 9439 Glenn &Jane Seymour Hall, 90566 Chris & Helen Tate, 7391
Alan Toms, 8393 Dutch Van Eck, 7050 John & Collen Willoughby, 9086 Tony
Granger, WP 472 Betty Harris, 8661 Peter Henderson, 7106 Trevor & Cheryl
Hughes, 9018 Mark Jordan, 8253 Rob Lowe, 8691 George & Betty McLennan,
8120 Mel O’Brien, 6905 Peter Phillips, 6123 Brian Pym, 10519 Paul & Jane
Cooke, 1104 Paul Brewster, 8163 Robbie Robertson, WP 199 Linda Robertson,
[4149] Judy Kerswell, Guest Janet MacDonald, Guest Jan Lemon (39)

Apologies for Absence:
88 Members registered their apologies (Annexure A on the website)

In Memoriam: 19 UK Branch Association Members.
42 Other Branch Associations and Non-Members.
All previously reported and listed in the UK Outpost and Website in Memoriam Index

Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting — 11 May 2025
Proposed Peter Henderson and seconded Murray Russell. previously circulated via
Outpost issue number 115 and via https://bsap.org

Matters arising from previous minutes: Nil.

Chairman’s Report :
Read out by Jim Harris (Full report Annexure B on the website) — main points:
¢ Emphasis on the three objectives of the Association — Benevolence,
Comradeship and Remembrance.
e Approach to Amalgamate Association membership discussed but not practical
view of subscriptions, different requirements, and potential access to the trust.
®  Qur President 110619 Bruce Braes was awarded Freeman of the City of
London for his contributions to his professional field; Bruce is the second of
our Association to have received such as honour — Tony Granger was
similarly previously awarded.



¢ Reminded members present of the Annual Memorial Service members of the
BSA Police at the National Memorial Arboretum in July.

e Grateful for members supporting the intention of moving the AGM around the
country each year to give more members opportunity to attend in the future.
Next AGM is being planned for a venue in York.

7. Treasurer’s Report:
Presented by Helen Tate along with Association and Trust Accounts (Full details as
Annexure C on the website) - main points:
e There were a number of Association subsidies relating to the various National
Events in 2025 —i.e. AGM in London, NMA weekend, and the Christmas
Function also in London.
e Annual Draw tickets were down.
e Sales of memorabilia stock is down.

8. Webmaster’s Report :
Presented by Murray Russell ((Full details as Annexure D on the website) — main
points:

¢ Both the UK Website and Andrew Field’s website now amalgamated into one
Global Website where all Associations are provided for — https://bsap.org
Content is required to develop the site.

® Proposed that a virtual museum will link to the website. Items of historical
interested will be photographed and digitized for inclusion therein.

e A digital vault has been established for nominal rolls, photographs,
documents, reports, and records along with, books, periodicals, and outposts
etc is well advanced. Potential Al platforms are being investigated for
dedicated BSA Police historical research.

¢ An up-to-date list of memorabilia held or whereabouts known to members is
required and will be called for at the right time.

The former ‘Chairman of the History Group,” questioned as to whether Nominal
Rolls for Africa Police would be included within the website and digital vault. The
Webmaster answered in the affirmative and requested that the former Chairman
forward all the necessary information that has been researched and recorded over the
past 8 years or so for inclusion the website and vault.

9. Almoner and Chairman of the Trust Reports:
Presented to the meeting by Tony Granger (Full details the Almoner report reports
in Annexure E on the Website along with the Trust Report as Annexure F) — main
points:

e Sub-Almoner list has been updated — but additional sub-almoners are still
being sought for various regions.

e Numerous funerals attended along with the loan of flags and caps.

o M&S vouchers were again sent out to widows by the Trust along with
Christmas cards.

e Support given to those in poor health or distress.

¢ Trust investments are monitored to ensure controls over capital depletion.

e Trust assets at the end of 2025 stood at £ 177.771.43.
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1890 club ticket sales down from 147 to 119 and members are requested to
consider renewing their contribution standing orders.

Limited bursaries have been allocated in terms of the Founders Bursary Award
scheme has been reduced to £5000 per annum.

A number of Trust grants have been related to ‘Cost of Living Grants’

A discussion ensured over the support for members who are resident outside
the UK and it was pointed out that all requests for assistance are investigated
and that in terms of the Declarations of Trust any grants are at the discretion of
the Trustees alone.

10. Election of Officer Bearers:

10.1

10.2

10.3

11.

12.
12.1

12.2

Three members retire by rotation Jim Harris (Chairman) Helen Tate
(Treasurer), Peter Henderson (Committee), All offer themselves for re-
election for the next three years. The Chair was handed over to the Hon.
Secretary Steve Acornley.

As there was no objection to the re-election of the above three members the
Hon. Secretary declared them duly elected and handed to the chair back to
Jim Harris.

Two members have resigned from the committee due to work commitments —
10532 Dave Pillans and 10519 Paul Cooke. Having been duly proposed
along with the submission of their resumés the following members have
offered themselves as candidates for election:

7050 John Willoughby (current regional representative west Midlands)
8405 Robert Minchin (current regional representative Scotland)

There being no objections both members were unanimously elected.

8030 Murray Russell continues as co-opted Webmaster for the global website.
(Murray will be assisted by 8646 Andrew Field and various support members
appointed from other BSAP Regimental Associations.)

Appointment of Auditors:
Peter Phillips was again appointed as Auditor of the Trust and
Tony Granger was again appointed as Auditor of the Association.

Any other business:

Proposal ‘Regional Raffle Funds’ — The proposal was withdrawn by John
Rushton prior to the commencement of the meeting as there was no seconder.
The chairman thanked George McLennan for the excellent leather key rings
embossed with the BSAP logo. Geoge made enough of these for each member
attending the AGM - there also were several left over which will be for sale to
other members via the website shop.



12.3 8030 Murray Russell continues as co-opted Webmaster global website. (Murray
will be assisted by 8646 Andrew Field) and various support members appointed
from other BSAP Regimental Associations.) Alan Toms expressed his thanks to
Chris Russell for his contribution to the Al technology investigation.

Meeting closed at 12;15

Chairman Hon Secretary



