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CHAIRMANS ADDRESS

As usual | will start by expressing grateful thanks to my colleagues on the committee who give their time,
effort, and energy to benefit the Association membership. The work of the committee member never gets
less, and it’s worth reminding the membership that committee members give freely and voluntarily of their
time and bear a lot of the cost themselves as we actively try and participate in more regional events.

Membership numbers otherwise are sadly, not as stable as they have been in recent years.

New Membership UK since the last AGM: 5

Deceased Members who have been reported to us since the last AGM, and whose details are recorded in the
Outpost and the UK Website ‘In Memoriam Index’ are:

UK Association Members: 19.
Other Associations and Non Assoc Members: 42.

Following on from the theme of previous years, | would again add some short commentary to the three
objectives of the Association, Benevolence, Comradeship and Remembrance.

Benevolence

In the last year the receipts from the new subs payable has meant that we have been able to hand over
almost £2,000 to the Trust, despite the Association funds not performing that well in 2025. The Treasurer
will provide more accurate numbers.

More will be reported around benevolence in the Trust Report, but | would again applaud the Trustees on
the success of the 1890 Club, which not only generates income for the Trust, but gives the opportunity to
subscribers to win a cash prize in the draw. | am given to understand however, that some members have
not renewed bank orders to meet their ongoing subscription to this and would urge members to please put
this right.

Similarly not all members are diligent in the payment of Association subscriptions — needless to say the
Association cannot properly function without subs, so please make sure your subs are paid in a timely way,
and that the treasurer is easily able to match the member with the payment when subs are paid.

Comradeship
It remains my personal view that this is a very significant objective of the Association, because without

comradeship, there would be no Association to speak of. Committee members have continued in the last
year to try and get around as many regional events as possible and have met with more members and
helped the members and regional reps to understand the roles and responsibilities of the committee more
clearly. We continue to provide some cash directly to the regions, to help carry some of the cost of regional
gatherings to hopefully enable more member participation.



Remembrance

Significant work has been done this year in relation to the new global website at www.bsap.org which is
taking shape nicely. | would like to give a shout out to Murray Russell here for the significant effort he has
made into the programming and development of this website, and he and various other members of the
history group are well advanced with plans to create a digital vault which you will hear more about at item 8
on todays agenda.

Other Items

Last year | mentioned that | had been approached by other association chairmen on the subject of
amalgamating the various associations. After a lot of discussion, we have decided that doing so would be too
complicated, not least because of the different requirements in different countries around subs payments
etc, and also the potential impact on the Trust funds which have been funded over many years by the UK
membership.

Members may have picked up on social media, that the President of our Constitutional College, Bruce Braes,
was recently honoured to have been awarded the Freedom of the City of London. This is a prestigious
honorary award given to individuals who have made significant contributions to London or public life, or
achieved distinction in their professional field. Those who know Bruce as well as | do, will know that he is
partial to a leg of lamb, so I'm delighted that he is now able to drive his sheep across London Bridge for easy
access to this.

Members might, in a similar vein, like to know that our esteemed Almoner, Tony Granger, also has the
honour of holding the privilege of being a Freeman of the City of London, recognising his career and
contributions. Having 2 members of our Association as holders of this incredible honour speaks volumes
about the type of people whose professionalism, dedication and tenacity were life skills in no small way
achieved through their training and service in the British South Africa Police.

Finally, | am grateful to those of you who have managed to attend today. We are very conscious of the ever-
declining numbers of attendees at these National functions, all noted against the backdrop of a massive
increase in the cost to the Association of hosting these events at the Victory Services Club. Last year |
promised the membership that we intend trialling the hosting of the AGM in different regions, and we are
delighted to have been able to make this plan come to life. We will advise in due course and of course with
plenty of notice, where we plan to hold the 2027 AGM — and it will be in another region, and not in London.

More will come out from the Committee on this subject in due course.

| want to give a plug to the summertime national event to be held at the NMA over the weekend of 18" and
19 July. This will take the form of a braai on the Saturday and Memorial Service on the Sunday. We are
expecting well in excess of 100 people this year to what we hope will be a thoroughly enjoyable weekend.
We have opened the invitation to members of other Rhodesian forces associations and | would encourage as
many members as possible to join us on the day. Please go to the UK Association page on the bsap.org
website, and register your attendance.

I will again close with the ongoing commitment that I, and my colleagues on the Committee will continue to
do our very best in service of the UK Association in respect and honour of our fine Force and all those who
served and supported it.

10577 Jim Harris
UK Branch Chairman.



