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2025 was a fairly busy year from an Almoner point of view.  Notification of member 

deaths (and non-members) were frequent, not surprising with an ageing member list.  

Cost of Living grants from the BSAP Trust were dealt with expeditiously by the Trust 

Secretary Julian Pellatt (900434)  and fellow trustees Edward Archdale (8913) and 

Anthony Murphy (8443).  Several members are experiencing hardship, and we do what 

we can to alleviate this wherever possible. We also advise on members being exempt 

from paying annual subs.  

1. Current sub-almoner list updated by Dave Pillans (10532).  We are still short of 

sub-almoners in many areas. I will be promoting sub-almoners at the regional 

gatherings that I attend. 

2. As Almoner, I attended several funerals of members and made available the cap 

and flag as well as the Kum a Kye disc for deceased members’ funerals.  Letters 

of appreciation were received from several families who were assisted.   

3. Counselling was made available to several of our aged members, as well as 

recent widows, mainly around state benefits, credit debt issues, and dealing with 

the BSAP Trust for grants – including motorised wheelchairs and delivery of the 

same. 

4. Several requests were received for information regarding former members, and 

assistance was given where required.   

5. A continuing project for this coming year is for Dave Pillans to organise regular 

contact with members on the Almoner watch list and assist with updating the 

data base. 

6. Widows – the BSAP Trust sends out M & S gift vouchers to UK resident widows 

which is part of our connection programme to ensure widows are contacted on a 

regular basis.  Thank you to Pauline Seaward (5976) who has retired after many 

years’ service as women’s liaison, organising the widow’s Christmas cards and 

vouchers. 

7. Members are encouraged to notify the Almoner should they know of anyone who 

requires assistance and we will contact them to see where we can help. 

 

Tony Granger 9086 

Almoner 


