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EDITORIAL 
 

²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŘŘƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ, as I sadly have 
had to step down from the truly wonderful position of Editor of 
the Western Cape Branch Outpost Magazine for far too many 
reasons ranging from being without suitable tools to do the job, 
constant back problems which make sitting for more than short spells absolute hell, 
through to the pressures of work as a caretaker to a number of luxury apartments on 
the Atlantic Sea Board. 
 
This has proved to me that no matter how hard and how determined one is to play 
Superman in order to get all things done timeously and to perfection, it seldom 
works out that way! My unfortunate and non-intentional neglect of producing an 
Outpost magazine since the December 2014 edition is surely ample proof of this and 
I therefore, have realised that I cannot afford to let our committee and members 
down any further because of my own problems. 
So, it has therefore come to the sad reality that I must hand over the reins in order to 
ensure that the branch can have a more ΨreliableΩ editor to continue this all 
important publication which many of us look forward to receiving and reading. 
 
I am confident that we have found a more than suitable and capable editor who is no 
stranger to any of us, that member being Tony ROZEMEYER (6494) who is a past 
Chairman of this branch of the Association. 
Tony is well acquainted with all aspects of both the BSAP and the Association and he 
will certainly be able to keep our members up to date on all Association matters and 
on the news of members of other branches. 
 
I am sure that all our members join the committee in wishing Tony, who will be aptly 
assisted by Angela WALKER, editor of the Flame Lily Foundation Cape Peninsula 
Branch Association newsletter, the very best of success in the editorial position of 
the Western Cape Outpost and we are confident that together they will lift this 
publication to a far higher level. 
 
Most importantly, it is extremely sad to note once again that since the last Outpost 
publication, we have lost approximately 50 ex- members of the BSA Police, both 
attested members and non-regulars and sadly many of our members have lost their 
dear spouses.  There are just far too many to mention and we are all deeply 
saddened and would like to take this opportunity to express our most sincere 
condolences to all who have suffered losses of loved ones and friends during the last 
year. 
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Included in these losses were a number of our own members including family 
members of others and we naturally tend to feel our own losses even more greatly, 
especially when they have been staunch and loyal members and supporters of our 
own branch. 
 
Of no greater or lesser importance than any others, it is only right that we pay 
particular tribute to the loss of two very active and supportive branch members who 
have both greatly and continually assisted this branch albeit in totally different ways. 
These being our esteemed Regimental Piper, Ralph Malcolm MacARTHUR who had 
proudly and so very professionally piped us into many of our Annual Regimental 
Dinners and other BSAP functions over the years. 
The other member being Dave ACKER who has helped us to raise much of our 
Association funds for a number of years via his many kind and very generous 
donations of special reserve Brandy as prizes for our fund raisers. 
We shall always remain very grateful to them both for their endless support and we 
shall miss them very much along with all our other recently departed members and 
the recently departed loved ones of our members. 
 
Another very sad loss was that of ex COMPOL Peter Kevin 'PK' Allum, (3939) in April 
who as you all know was the very last Commissioner of the BSAP and the first 
Commissioner of the ZRP who strived to keep the Police Force in Zimbabwe as 
professional and efficient as humanly possible after Independence, but that was 
obviously a task far too impossible for any mere mortal to achieve! 
 
A number of our members have taken ill with various and life threatening illnesses 
during this year and we wish them all a full and speedy recovery. 
 
We have had very few new members join the Association in this year which is 
concerning but it is pleasing to see that some of our members are encouraging their 
sons to participate in our events and hopefully some of these youngsters will apply to 
join our ranks as Associate members. 
 
The last function of the year is the much anticipated Christmas Spit Braai held this 
year on Saturday the 5

th
 of December 2015 at Timour Hall, but this year it will be held 

in the άBeer Gardenέ area on the opposite side of the Villa which will afford us much 
more space to socialise. 

I would like to remind you all that as in the past, we would be extremely grateful if 
you could bring ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƛȊŜ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ΨƎŀƳŜǎΩ ƻǳǊ 
Games Master, aka Jim Blain decides to challenge us with! 
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Before you know it, we will all be in the middle of the Silly Season hopefully enjoying 
our well-deserved Christmas holidays with whoever we wish to share them with and 
wherever we choose to be! 

This is the time that we can all take a bit of a breather, kick off our boots, belts and 
braces and sit back and reminisce on various events and episodes of the ending year 
and recharge our batteries in anticipation of the great things to come in the New 
Year! 

It only remains for us, your Committee, to wish you and yours a joyful, healthy, 
wealthy and truly blessed Christmas and all the very best of everything that is good in 
the New Year, and I personally would like to thank all of you for your support given to 
me in respect of publishing the Outpost over the last few years. Thank you all so 
much!! 
 
Be happy, be healthy, be safe and be blessed! 
Mike 
 

 
 

Rhodesian Christmas Tree 
Flamboyant in full bloom this last Spring ς Harare 
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POST BOX 
Dear Dave (Holmes) 

Thanks very much for the pic which I am forwarding to the Outpost 
9ŘƛǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ IƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΦ L Ǝƻǘ aŀǳǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ 
wrong and spoke with her today. Hope to ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
ƻƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ 
guys. 

  To Mike Mays 
Celebrating the lives of 5526 Phil & Robin Devlin in Melrose 
Johannesburg 

7184 Chris Russel 
6610 John Pirrett 
5526 Maureen, daughter to Phil and Robin Devlin 
6382 Terry Schwartz 
6345 Dave Holmes Chaiman Transvaal branch 

aƛƪŜΣ ƴƻǘŜ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŜ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

Kind regards 

Regards 

AA Stevens 6226 
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This was a breakfast to celebrate the lives of wƻōȅƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭ 5ŜǾƭƛƴ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ W.Ωǎ 
Corner, Melrose Arch on Saturday morning 21

st
 February.  No, we did not imbibe to 

wine on the table, those were gifts from Maureen which we took away with us! This 
was a convivial occasion, where we spoke of happy memories, and every other 
subject under the sun! 
Cheers all 
Dave 

 
~~~***~~~ 

(E-mail received from Brian Oberholster back in June 2015). 

Hi Mike 

Many thanks for the last Outpost.  Great hearing all the news from "Back Home".  We 
have been here for 21 months now and it seems like yesterday that we arrived.  We 
are still finding the life here very different although it is getting better.  The extreme 
weather conditions take a lot of getting used to whilst the cost of living is 
horrendous. 

Having survived the hottest summer on record, last November saw parts of Brisbane 
(we were not affected) hit by a storm with hail stones the size of golf balls causing 
over a billion dollarΩs worth of damage to houses, business and motor vehicles.  
Some 100,000 cars were damaged, 78,000 having to be written off.  Unfortunately 
Gary was on his way home and caught the brunt of it.  His car took two weeks to 
repair.  If that was not enough in February a "super storm" hit Brisbane (again we 
were not affected) dumping over 300mm of rain in just 24 hours and causing wide 
spread damage and flooding. Five people lost their lives whilst attempting to cross 
flooded creeks.  Gary was on his way home when he was stuck in a traffic jam.  The 
next moment he was sitting ankle deep in water with no where to go and the water 
rising at a rapid rate.  Fortunately there were some chaps with a UTE who pulled him, 
and others, out of the area. 

The justice system here is mind boggling.  Persons who are convicted of serious cases 
are let go on "good behaviour bonds" whilst other who are convicted and receive a 
sentence do not have a conviction recorded against their name (as was the case with 
a well know Queensland Red rugby player who was convicted of dealing in cocaine). 

On the financial side the interest rate has been dropped to 2% whilst the mortgage 
rate is under 4% for the first time in history. 

Took my car in for a service the other day and they wanted $38.00 to wash it. 

I have not seen any of the Super 15 rugby as it is not shown live on free TV.  Rugby 
Union is the poor brother here with rugby league and Aussie rules taking centre 
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stage. The good teams in the latter two codes have up to 70 000 people attend their 
club games and receive wide coverage on free TV.  We are still getting to grips with 
the Aussie speak - a good example being the Queensland rugby league team who are 
referred to as the Maroans!.  Why, because they wear Maroon jerseys. 

Free TV here is one advert after another.  A few months ago Ch 10 flighted 143 low 
budget adverts in a space of 147 minutes - the majority of which were repeats.  We 
have gone out and bought a PVR recorder so that we can record our favourite 
programmes and fast forward the commercials.  Reality shows are also a big thing 
with numerous cooking shows, house renovations, people getting married without 
ever having met and the best of all, two people being dumped on an island naked 
with the hope of finding "love" as well as the usual suspects Survivor etc. 

The associationΩs activities here are limited to an annual lunch. An Administrator 
(Mike Edden) keep members advised of association matters by e-mail.  However, a 
group of pensioners calling themselves the OFC (Old Forces Cops) have opted to 
meet for coffee once a month. I no longer go as the proceeding resembles a 
company board meeting with people sitting around a table drinking coffee, talking 
about their holidays and with little opportunity of interacting with others present. 
What they need is for Dave Blacker to pay them a visit to liven up proceedings with a 
few jokes. Ex CID members known to me include 4727 Mike Edden, 7024 Jock 
Winton, 6969 Billy Budd whilst the uniform chaps include 7432 Will Keys and 6278 
Gerry Dyer. 

I have also recently made contact with 7155 Ernie Mason who was on a detective 
training course with me in 1966 and who I have not seen since.  If my memory serves 
me correct also on the course were Mike Willis, John Van Zyl, Geoff Quick, Taffy 
Morgan, Howard Martin, Rob O'Malony, Mike Williams, Stu MacPherson and two 
others Harris and Dyke whose christian names I cannot remember. 

What has impressed us most since we arrived is the spirit that exits within all 
communities. A few weeks ago a family lost their youngest child, on his second 
birthday, when their house burnt down.  Apparently the other five children are 
suspected of playing with matches that were left lying around for use in lighting the 
ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ cake.  Within days they had been provided with a house 
to live in, a car, a truck load of furniture, clothes and toys, together with over 
$140.000 in cash.  A company called the Good Guys provided them with all their 
white good requirements.  If this was not enough the community in which they lived 
paid for the child's funeral expenses. 

The Easter weekend saw 6 persons die in car accidents in Queensland.  This 
prompted the Commissioner of Police and the Premier to appear on TV threatening 
to stop the carnage.  It looks like they will shortly be dropping the tolerance levels for 
speeding to zero. 
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Sorry to hear of the passing of Ralph McArthur and Al McKenzie.  I am sure both will 
be sadly missed.  I have fond memories of competing against Al in the force athletic 
championships in 1966 when we both ran in the sprint races.  If my memory serves 
me correct he beat me into third place in the 100 yards by a short head. Also on the 
team were a few familiar faces - Willie Court, Hugh Ross-Kent, Mike Lambourne, 
Brenda Pidduck and Brian Burstein. 

The temperate this morning dropped to 0 degrees so out with the doona (duvet) 
tonight. 

Australia is a nice place save for two things, the climate and the inhabitants - A quote 
of Douglas Jardine, former English Cricket Captain, 1950.  The climate has remained 
the same but there are now twoclasses of inhabitants - those that have been in 
prison and those who should be. 

Miriam joins me in sending our regards to all our friends in Cape Town. 

 

Brian Oberholster (6893) 

 

PS - Miriam and I are still trying to master the local language and here are of few 
examples of the local dialect - 

Doona = Duvet 
Hoon = An idiot who drives a muscle car and does burn outs in residential areas 
Muscle Car = Ford / Holden V8 with fat takkies and dropped suspension 
Servo = Petrol Station 
Pot = 250ml of draft beer 
Schooner = 375ml of draft beer 
Tinny = Small boat 
Kindy = Nursery School 
Whipper Snipper = Weed Eater 
Snag = Small sausage 
Reggio = Car licence 
Camp Oven = Potjie Pot 

Regards to all and please ǘƘŀƴƪ bŜǾ {ǇǳǊǊ ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
happening "back home". 

 
Kind Regards 
Brian Oberholster (6893) 
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From: Rob Maclean <maclean@absamail.co.za 
Date: 3 January 2015 at 15:58 
Subject: January 2015 BSAP monthly gathering 

Hi Neville, 

Good to chat to you a few minutes ago and I can confirm that Peter (PJ) Robinson 
(4059 - attested 11/06/1946, retired 01/05/1975) has said that he would very much 
like to attend the gathering on Monday evening at Timor Hall. 

Initially, he was reluctant, saying that as he is now in his 90th year, he felt that he 
wouldn't know anyone and so wouldn't have anything to say. 

His daughter and son-in-law reminded him that whilst he might not have much to 
say, there may well be others at the gathering who would very much like to chat to 
him and so he has agreed and so is looking forward to it. 

I will collect him and bring him along and will park at the back of the building to make 
it easier for him as he walks with a stick, his right hip giving him a lot of trouble. 

Maybe you can circulate to the group that he will be there on Monday. 

After retiring as a Senior Assistant Commissioner in the mid 1975 (he was one of the 
Forty Sixer's, having been an RAF Spitfire pilot in the final years of WWII), he worked 
briefly for the Rhodesian Farmer's Co-op as one of the senior security people before 
going into the private sector and starting what became one of Zimbabwe's biggest 
security outfits - Guard Alert - and so successful was the business that he diversified 
into a number of other businesses, all of which have been very successful. 

He still resides in Zimbabwe - in Harare and not far from what we all knew at the KG 
VI Army barracks/admin offices.  He is 89 and will turn 90 in early April this year.  His 
wife of many years, Lonia, passed away in mid-2014 and he is visiting his daughter 
and son-in-law here in Cape Town. 

Peter had two sons - both of whom served in the BSAP.  The older son was Ed 
Robinson, who attested in 1968 and played rugby for the Salisbury Police U20, 
Mashonaland U20 and the Police 1st XV (1971, 1972, 1973), whilst his second son, 
Richard, served as an NSPO in the late 1970's. 

He had a younger brother - Mike Robinson - also known as 'Buster', who was in the 
BSAP, but unfortunately passed away in recent years. 

I look forward to seeing you on Monday evening with our special guest. 

(By the way, there is a very good photo of Peter in the BSAP book, 'Blue and Old 
Gold' on page 330, with 'Shiner' Wright and Cliff Lovatt). 

mailto:maclean@absamail.co.za
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Also, for the record, on 20
th
 December, I paddled in the annual Cape Point Challenge 

Surf Ski Challenge - 50 kms from Scarborough around Cape Point to Fish Hoek - and 
afterwards, at the prize giving, received a tap on my shoulder to be greeted by 
former WPO Les (nee' Bleasdale) Manning.  She was at the event as her son and 
brother-in-law were both paddling.  She lives in Durban and is recently retired from 
the banking sector.  Like Peter Robinson, she can be seen in the 'Blue and Old Gold' 
book in the colour plates facing page 353 with Butch Wiggett (top photo) and a dog 
handler whom I remember as S/O Burchill - maybe Allan Burchill (bottom photo?).  
As she has a daughter who now lives here in CT, hopefully she will be visiting here in 
the future and if so, I will endeavour to bring her along to a BSAP gathering. 

Regards, 
Rob 

(Peter (PJ) Robinson (4059) did in fact grace us with his presence at Timour Hall on 
Monday 5

th
 Jan 2015 wherein he caught up with a number of our older members 

whom he knew when they were very young. ς Thank you Rob for bringing PJ to the 
pub, it was a joy to have his company. ς Ed) 

 

Doug GRIESON, Peter ROBINSON, Jim BLAIN & Dave BLACKER PJ & Rob MacLean 
 

~~~*~~~ 

Dear Neville, 
I was sorry to hear of the passing of Jock Young.  Jock was my boss on three 
occasions, Charge Office, Central, as 2 i/c at the Town Hostel and later at Rhodesville.  
Whilst at the Town Hostel, Jock and Doreen stood in for my parents when I married 
my late wife, Moira and the late Maurice Aked stood in for Moira's parents when we 
were married in October of 1960. 
I had written a couple of reminiscences of which you may wish to use the one below 
when you next do a newsletter for your people. 
Kindest Regards 
Alistair Black (6001) 



12  
 

 

Rhodesville, 1962.  This reminiscence is in three parts.  The players involved were 
John Findlay Young, (Jock) Inspector in Charge, Alan Bolton, Sergeant, Oliver Dennis 
Marshall, Winston Hart, Enquiries Section and Dougie Hay, young Dick Dyer, myself, 
as the Charge Office Section and Quinton Godley was the cadet.  If I have missed a 
ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΦ 

As members of the BSAP will know, Rhodesville is to the east of the city and borders 
on Goromonzi police area to the East.  LǘΩǎ ŀ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝƴƛǎ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ ƛǎ ƻƴ 
duty when he gets a call out beyond Mabvuku, to a road accident where a vehicle 
had run into a heifer and had killed it. 

Denis brought the beast back to the station and knocked up the local butcher, who 
was a member of the Police Reserve, and who had a butchery on the main Umtali 
Road at Msasa.  He asked that the beast be put in the deep freeze until he found out 
who owned the beast.  In this area on the Umtali Road was also an Off Licence which 
had given Police problems with drunkenness by the African population for some 
time.  It was four shops up from the Butchery. 

So far, so good.  During the course of the following week a suicide was reported from 
Warren Close off Greendale Avenue wherein a member of the Rhodesian Armed 
Forces had committed suicide in his vehicle.  In the vehicle were many bottles of 
booze, amongst which was a full bottle of naval rum.  This will become significant 
shortly. 

The booze was taken as an exhibit and entered into the Exhibit book and put into the 
exhibit store. 

During the same week complaints about the off licence were coming in and it was 
decided by Jock Young that a raid would be made mid-morning on Saturday to clear 
up the area.  The raid was a success, plenty of arrests, deposit fines paid and many 
Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊǎΩ of Castle and Lion confiscated and again entered into the exhibit book. 

Enquiries into the owner of the heifer were not successful as no one had reported 
losing one and it could not be identified by either a tag or a brand mark.  The reason 
no one claimed it was due to the fact that the car that had killed the beast was badly 
damaged and if no one could identify where it had come from there would be no 
claim for damages to the car and this would have to be settled by the car owners 
own insurers.  Sneaky move!  The other situation regarding the suicide had gone to 
inquest and the exhibits were no longer required and the accusedΩs in the case of 
drinking in public had all paid deposit fines, so destroy the beer. 

Now all this comes together in this story.  Denis decided it would be a good idea to 
have a station braaivleis.  IŜ ƎŜǘǎ WƻŎƪ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻn to hold it at the single 
quarters and invites the Police Reserve but the police reserve have to pay ten 
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shillings, we were still on £.s.d then, and he tells them their wives have to provide 
salads. 

With the money he bought the rolls, etc, and other accruements required.  He 
ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ωwrite ƻŦŦΩ ǘƘŜ ōŜŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦ 
licence, the heifer from the road accident, and ƘŀǊŘ ǘŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ŀǎ ά9ȄƘƛōƛǘǎ 
Destroyed ς ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘέ  with a stamp from the prosecutoǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
exhibit book.  He then went to the butchery and asked him to carve up the heifer. 

The steaks, both rump and fillet, were kept for the Braai and the remainder was 
handed over to the Station Sergeant for issue to the African police lines.  In return he 
asked them to provide a couple of hukoos which would also be placed on the braai. 

Come the braai. It was great -getting to really know the police reserve, getting to 
know the wives and girlfriends of all the staff and everyone having a great time. 

 

During the course of the evening Jock Young found out that one of the police 
reservists had served in the Royal Navy (Jock, I believe, served in the Fleet Air Arm 
during the war) and it was a case of kindred spirits.  They found the bottle of Rum.  
What a fine way to reminisce - they told stories to each other of their experiences 
and then they decided that there should be a few toasts (with the rum of course) 
First the Queen, then the Duke of Edinburgh, and anyone else who mattered, then it 
was the navy and the ships they had served in. 

Now you can use your imagination.  With the earlier beers, a good supper of steak 
and sausages and boerewors, the game was on.  {ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ WƻŎƪ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƻ 
he went to sit down in his car but did not make it.  In the meantime his wife, Doreen, 
was having a good time dancing and mixing and a little later on asked me, if I had 
seen Jock.  I went looking for him and found that he had not quite made it to his car.  
He was standing by his car and the one next door and hanging on for grim death to 
the gutters of both vehicles in a poor state. I asked him if he wanted help and he said 
άbƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ 5ƻǊŜŜƴ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

So off I went to find Doreen and told her that Jock wanted to go home.  She asked 
after his condition and when I told her she said that she was having a good time and 
he could wait.  Well it was a couple of hours later that she decided it was time to go 
home and found Jock in the same position. 

Anyway come Monday morning a message at the station to say that Jock would not 
be in until Tuesday. 

Yes by God, it was a very fine Braai. 
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BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA POLICE 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION OF THE WESTERN CAPE 

46th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
/I!Lwa!bΩ{ w9thw¢ нлмр 

 
I welcome you all to this, the 46th Annual General Meeting of the Western Cape 
Branch of the BSA Police Regimental Association. It gives me pleasure to present to 
you my Annual Report for the period March 2014 to February 2015. 
 
It has been a sad year for the Branch as we recorded the passing of six of our 
members ς 5ŀǾƛŘ .ǊƻǿƴΣ WƻƘƴ CƛƴŘƭŜȅ άWƻŎƪέ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ !ƭŀǎǘŀƛǊ aŀŎƪŜƴȊƛŜΣ wƻō ¢ǊŀƛƭƭΣ 
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Tony Downs and our Piper Ralph MacArthur. Although not a member of the 
Association the death of Christopher John Stone was also recorded. 
 
Membership of the Branch has, however, remained fairly static as we welcomed 
three new members (two regular and one associate). 

Due to our healthy bank balance your Committee decided not to increase 
subscriptions for the current year. To counter the high rate of bank charges it was, 
however, felt necessary to adjust the subscriptions to include an amount for cash 
deposits and cheque payments, details of which have already been circulated to 
members. 

The Treasurer will shortly present his Financial Report and will be available to answer 
any queries you might have. 

Mike Mays has done a sterling job as Editor of the Cape Outpost and during the past 
year has produced two excellent magazines.  The quality of the articles, content and 
presentation have all been of the highest order.  Well done, Mike 

There were no requests for benevolence during the past year. 

Our regular social events were held during the year. Unfortunately a slight drop in 
attendance was noted at the Ladies Lunch and Annual Dinner. We should all make a 
determined effort to encourage members to come along and enjoy the camaraderie. 

The 2014 Ladies Lunch took place at the Westlake Golf Club on Sunday 20 July.  
Those attending were treated to a delicious five course meal.  The ladies were 
delighted to each receive a gift from the Association organised by Lucille Mays. 

 

Westlake Golf Club was again the venue for our Annual Dinner which was held on 
Saturday 13 September 2014. Our guest speaker was Robin Castell who gave an 
enthusiastic and enlightening talk about life on the island of St Helena. 

The Christmas Braai took place at Timour Hall on Saturday 13 December, 2014 and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by 91 attendees.  The spit braai was superb as usual.  Lockie 
Howie ably assisted by Dave Riley organised the raffle which raised R2 500,00 for the 
Association.  Our grateful thanks is extended to all who donated prizes for the raffle. 

We are indeed very lucky to have the use of the facilities at Timour Hall for our 
Monthly Gatherings. Once again our sincere thanks go to Deon Huysamen and Steve 
McEvoy for their continued support on these evenings. 

The Association does not run itself, It requires a lot of hard work, dedication and an 
enthusiastic team to guide it through the year.  I have again been privileged to have a 
great team assisting me in running the affairs of the Association 
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To Neville Spurr, Ed Ions, Bob Bedingham, Lockie Howie, Mike Mays, members of the 
out-going Committee, I would to say thank you for the excellent manner in which you 
have all performed your respective duties and for the support and encouragement 
you have given me throughout the past year. 

I would also like to say a special word of thanks to Dave Riley. Dave was a member of 
the Committee until recently when he resigned in order to concentrate on preparing 
for his return to the UK in April. Dave did an excellent job and was invaluable to me 
ŀǎ ŀ ΨǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ōƻŀǊŘέ ǿƘŜƴ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ 5ŀǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 
members of this Branch, wish you a safe and happy return to the UK. 

In closing I would like to thank all members of the Western Cape Branch for your 
continued support in keeping the history and the camaraderie of the Association 
alive and well. 

Jim Blain  
Chairman 
2

nd
 March 2005. 

A total of 20 members only attended this 2015 AGM 
M. MAYS C697, R. BEDINGHAM 6639, L.HOWIE 8173, D.BLACKER 5483, E.IONS 7310, 
J.BLAIN 6846, R.ETERMAN 8895, K.BROWN 7225, P.LOGUE 6869, T.NETTELTON 5495, 
J.EVANS 5181, M. GEE 6900, S.McMILLAN 5880, G.HOLLOWAY 6267, D.GRIERSON 
5860, G.A.MILLAR 7364, G.POTTER 5689, D.ROBERTS 7389, B. KNOX-DAVIES 7603 
(Visitor from PTA) and M. MENNELL ς Assoc Member. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

After welcoming him back to South Africa in the last Outpost, this much have 
touched a nerve somewhere and we now have the pleasure to actually welcome 
(7463) Michael Paul LOFTUS as a fully-fledged member of the Western Cape 
Branch of the Association at last. 
Michael has been attending the monthly gatherings here in Cape Town and at 
the UK Branch for a good number of years has finally decided to make himself 
legal and in February 2015 he paid his subs and has for the first time become a 
bona fide member of the Association. 
Alan TOMS (7391) who was visiting us last February almost suffered a 
thrombosis when he was in the pub at Timour Hall and witnessed Michael hand 
over his subs as did our Hon. Treasurer! 
We welcome another new member in Harry HARRIS (110600) who was 
recruited by Bob BEDINGHAM on the 4

th
 August 2015. 

Harry served in the BSAP from 13 July 1978 until 1 May 1981. 
Welcome Harry, we hope to see you at our monthly gatherings and at as many 
of our annual events that you can. 
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Forth Coming Functions 
 

Date Function Venue 

First Monday of the 
month 

Monthly Gathering Timour Hall Villa - 
Plumstead 

Sat 5 DEC 2015 
at 12:00 for 12:30 

Annual Christmas 
Spit Braai.  
Raffles and games of 
chance! 

Timour Hall Villa ς 
Plumstead. 
Cost R130.00 pp. 
 

 
 
 
 

2015 Christmas Spit Braai  
 

The Christmas Spit Braai will be held on Saturday 5 December 2015, 12h00 for 12h30 
at Timour Hall Villa in Plumstead.  The feasting begins at about 14:30 followed by the 
raffle and whatever other games of chance our Chairman may have lined up to keep 
us entertained! 
The cost for the meal will set you back R130.00 per person and the IPA Cash bar will 
be open to supply your requirements. 
This year, however, the function will be held in the Beer Garden area on the opposite 
outside area of the Villa where we normally hold our function. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƘŀŘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ 
ourselves out all over the place making it difficult to socialise! 
 
The Chairman and Committee look forward to seeing as many members and guests 
as possible at the braai but please do consider bringing a raffle prize for the draw 
which is always great fun.  The more prizes the better the raffle. 
 
 
 

Our Regular Gatherings  
 

The BSAP Regimental Association of the Western Cape gathers on the First Monday 
of every Month from 17:00 at Timour Hall Villa, Plumstead.  Please support your 
Association. 
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST 
(Extracted from the BSAP Face Book page ς with thanks)! 

 

 

 

 

2015 Ladies Mid Winter Luncheon 
(Submitted by Jim Blain) 

wŜƎǊŜǘŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ŀŘƛŜǎ [ǳƴŎƘ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘƭŀƪŜ DƻƭŦ /ƭǳō ƻƴ 
Sunday 12 July 2015 was extremely poor with only thirteen people attending. 
 
Various reasons were advanced for non-attendance at the function and due 
consideration will have to be given to these when planning future events. 
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Those attending were however treated to a superb four course lunch which everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed.  Judging by the laughter and chatter which was heard, all 
seemed to have had a very pleasant luncheon. 
 

Those attending were: Sue and Bob Bedingham, Val and Andy Bullmore, Rene and 
Lockie Howie, Rosalie and John Holmes, Jim and Marlene Blain, Bridget Echardt 
(Guest) and Ray and Mimi Delorie. 

~~~*~~~ 
 

NEW REGIMENTAL PIPER to the WESTERN CAPE 
BRANCH OF THE BSA POLICE REGIMENTAL 

ASSOCIATION 

(Submitted by Mike MAYS) 

Sadly our fellow Association member and long term Regimental Association Piper, 
Ralph MacArthur (PR 21091 Z) had been called to higher service in January of this 
year which has left the Western Cape Branch of the Association without a Regimental 
Piper, however, the Committee is extremely pleased and proud to report that young 
Dylan MEYER, son of our very own Wendy MEYER, has accepted to fill the position as 
that of our Regimental Piper. 

Dylan who is only 15 years of age portrayed his remarkable ability on the pipes when 
without falter and with full gusto, he piped us into dinner at our recent Annual 
Regimental Dinner.  He received a standing ovation from all present in recognition of 
excellent rendition of our Regimental marching tune Kum-a-Kye. 

Young Dylan had amazingly taught himself to play Kum-a-Kye by ear and without the 
aid of a score sheet but he managed it and managed it well! 

After dinner he again did us all proud by entertaining us with a number of 
exceptionally well played tunes which were thoroughly welcomed and appreciated 
by all present and he was well applauded for his gallant efforts after all, it, cannot be 
easy for one so young to stand proud and determined in the midst of so many much 
older men who were all once very proud and tough members of the BSAP and of 
other equally famous units of both the Rhodesian and South African Forces and know 
that each one of them is personally judging you to see if you are in fact good enough 
and worthy to fill the boots of the much adored Regimental Piper recently departed. 

The Committee and all Members would like to take this opportunity to compliment 
young Dylan and to express our most grateful thanks to him for his excellent service 
rendered at the aforementioned dinner.  We take great pride at accepting him as our 
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new Regimental Association Piper and we all wish him great success in his piping 
career. 

We are positive that Ralph himself would have been extremely proud of Dylan if he 
had he been there to witness his excellent and very confident performance and his 
passionate service to the Association on the night! 

We look forward to having Dylan pipe us in to many more Annual Regimental Dinners 
and other functions that we hold from time to time! 
 

 

Dylan MEYER 
New Regimental Piper 
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2015 ANNUAL DINNER OF THE WESTERN CAPE 

BRANCH OF THE B.S.A.POLICE REGIMENTAL 
ASSOCIATION 

(Submitted by Mike MAYS) 

After a very shaky and extremely worrying lead up period ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Dinner and with much effort, ΨǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇǎΩ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ rallied to the occasion and we at last 
managed to increase the attendance ŦƛƎǳǊŜΩǎ to a very respectable 50 of which there 
was one Ψno show; and therefore we managed to hold our Gala event of the year on 
Saturday the 5

th
 September 2015, which once again took place at Westlake Golf Club, 

Cape Town. 

After arrival, reporting to Edward IONS and then signing the register, Lockie HOWIE 
and his son Kai gratefully received and accepted the donations for the raffle from the 
members and guests who kindly made donations and then went onto relieve us of 
our payment for the raffle tickets of which a good many were sold and an amazing 
and very welcomed R1,720.00 was raised. 

In this regard the Committee would like to express their sincerest thanks and 
gratitude to all those members and guests who kindly donated prizes and once again 
a special word of thanks goes to our regular guest Roche BENECKE (SAArmy) who has 
always shown great generosity towards the raffle. 
A special word of thanks goes out to all who kindly purchased tickets for the raffle 
and although there were a great many prizes to be won, not everyone received the 
nod from Lady Luck but cheer up, there is always next year! 

After a slightly longer than normal period of mingling and renewing acquaintances, it 
was time to be seated for dinner and to our total and exceptional joy, our newly 
appointed Regimental Piper Dylan Meyer, resplendent in full Scottish Pipers attire 
ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ōƻǘƘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Association by piping us into dinner to the time honoured notes of Kum-a-Kye. 

The dining room was, as always, extremely well decorated and draped in the various 
flags of Rhodesia, the BSA Company and of course the BSA Police and the new 
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caterers did a splendid job of laying the tables etc and the four course meal was 
delicious and filling. 

Our dinner this year compromised of a Soup of the day, both Pickled and Baked fish 
served with Fresh Salads.  Main course was Roast Sirloin of Beef with Yorkshire 
Pudding and gravy, Roast Gammon with trimmings, Coronation Chicken served with 
Roast potatoes and two vegetables in season.  To conclude this feast, we were 
treated to a superb buffet selection of cold & hot deserts followed by tea and coffee. 

Bob BEDINGHAM lead us in Grace and later Jim BLAIN requested the raising of our 
charged glasses to toast our Absent Friends ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƛǘŜŘ ΨhǳǊ bǳƳōŜǊǎ bƻǿ 5ǿƛƴŘƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ CŀŘŜΩ.  Dave BLACKER emotionally and in verse proposed the much anticipated 
Toast to the Regiment wherein he recited the Regimental Poem which our Army and 
other guests were very impressed by. 

After dinner, Jim BLAIN introduced Dennis CROUKAMP (BCR) who was our Guest 
Speaker for the evening. 
Dennis kept us amused whilst relating to his time served in the RLI and later in the 
Selous Scouts.  He kept us in suspense when he told us of his very lucky escape from 
Mozambique with a large number of FRELIMO hard on his tracks as he ran, walked 
and crawled for many days back into Rhodesia on his own after his two fellow Scouts 
had to abandon their resting up place in the bush due to being compromised. 

He kept us amused by recalling some of his exploits as a youngster as he was brought 
up on the Kamativi mine and he shared a few of his many experiences of both his RLI 
and Selous Scout days including the story of how he won the Bronze Cross of 
Rhodesia. 

Many more of his childhood and later exploits and experiences in the Rhodesian 
Bush ware aǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪ Ψhƴƭȅ Ƴȅ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ /ǊƻǳƪŜǎΩ. 

His well-accepted speech was followed by a Q&A session in which a number of our 
members eagerly participated. 

Jim then called upon Dave Blacker for his reply to our Guest Speaker and Dave took 
to this with much gusto and his comments and jokes soon filled the room with much 
loud and raucous laughter.  Dave concluded his reply by reciting solely from memory, 
Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇƻŜƳ ΨwŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
many of our guests and members alike were enthralled and held in aǿŜ ŀǘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ 
rendition of this master piece of poetry. 

Raffle Master Lockie HOWIE started the raffle and soon a number of lucky ticket 
holders were returning to their tables with their prizes. 

An unexpected and wonderful donation of a BSAP flag in excellent condition was 
made by Alan MILLER and this was duly auctioned off by Jim Blain who obviously 
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missed his true calling and should have been the auctioneer in the American TV 
ǎŜǊƛŜǎ Ψ{ǘƻǊŀƎŜ ²ŀǊsΩ!  Jim soon had the bids rolling in thick and fast and eventually 
after a hard won battle, Geoff HOLLOWAY who had to outbid his own son Peter 
amongst others won the auction at a cost of R1,120.00. 

Well done Geoff and thank you for this marvellous contribution to the AssociationΩǎ 
coffers and of course, a massive round of applause is due to Alan MILLER for making 
his wonderful donation of the flag thereby making the fund raising auction possible.  

All in all a wonderful evening was had by all and many members have advised that it 
was certainly one of the best Regimental Dinners they have attended in many a year! 

 

Those in attendance were:- 

Guest Speaker, Dennis CROUKAMP (BCR) RLI and Selous Scouts and renowned 

author. (6941) Richard CURRIE / (6120) Dave PARRY / (7889/9870) Peter CAWOOD / 

(6118) Pat KEYSER / (6158) Don PETERS / (5880) Stan MacMILLAN / (5860) Doug 

GRIERSON / (7389) Taffy ROBERTS / (6267) Geoff HOLLOWAY / Peter HOLLOWAY 

(Guest) / (8302) Niall McKRILL / (7751) Alan CROOK / (6846) Jim BLAIN / (5483) Dave 

BLACKER / (7310) Ed IONS / (6694) John HOLMES / (6588) Mike JOB / (6920) Andy 

BULLMORE / (6639) Bob BEDINGHAM / (Guest IPA) Deon HUYSAMEN / (Guest SAPS) 

Steve McEVOY / (8173/8952) Lockie HOWIE / (Guest) Kai HOWIE / (Guest) Keith 

HOWIE / (8895) Rod ETERMAN / (6248) Basie Van HEERDEN / (Guest) Roche 

BENECKE / (Guest) Kevin VOS / (C697) Mike MAYS /  Roger HUMPREYS (Guest) / Pat 

CONWAY (Guest) / (5814) Dereck RUSSEL / Pete RUSSEL (Guest) / James SIEVES 

(RhARMY / (6494) Tony ROZEMEYER / (6930) Alan MILLER / (Guest ς I.A.) Walter 

LEWIS / (Guest) Skatie FOURIE / (5689) Gilly POTTER / (8793) Alistair SEMPHILL / 

(8732) Red SMITH / (7702) Chris Le MESURIER / (Associate Member - Forensics) 

Wendy MEYER / Piper, Dylan MEYER / (RhARMY) Maurice GABRIEL / (RhARMY) Steve 

INGRAM / (PRAW) Ian PRINGLE / (RhARMY) Ted VICKERY / (RhARMY) Andy 

JOHNSTON. 

 

Apologies were received from:- 

John MUNRO (8714) / (6874/8032) Neville SPURR / (6893) Brian OBERHOLSTER / 

(RhARMY) Leon JACOBS / (RhARMY) Trevor DES FONTAIN / (RhAF) Dick PAXTON 
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 Tony Rozemeyer   Walter LEWIS & John HOLMES 

 
Pat KEYSER     Chris Le MESURIER 

 

THE LAST MEN STANDING! 

Andy JOHNSTONE (SAS), Steve INGRAM &Maurice GABRIEL (BOTH RLI) & Mike MAYS (BSAP) 
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Kai & Lachlan Ψ[ƻŎƪƛŜΩ HOWIE, Bob BEDINGHAM & Keith HOWIE 

 

 
Edward IONS, Jim BLAIN, Dennis CROUKAMP & Dave BLACKER 
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Geoff HOLLOWAY and Jim BLAIN after Geoff finally succeeded in beating off his son 
Peter in the very hectic auction for Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ CƭŀƎΗΩ 

 

 

Edward IONS, Jim BLAIN. Dennis CROUKAMP & Dave BLACKER 

Exteme right, Roger HUMPHYS (Guest) & Maurice GABRIEL (RLI) 


