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Editorial By Glenn 

Macaskill  
I have recently been scrutinising Blue 
and Old Gold, the History of the British 
South Africa Police 1889 – 1980, 
authored by Peter Gibbs, Hugh Phillips 
and Nick Russell, and illustrated by Dick 
Hamley. It has been recently published 
by 30 Degrees South Publishers, here in 
Johannesburg. Tel 011 8394671/2. 
I‟ve been searching for a suitable 
adjective to describe the book (tome 
would be a better word) but couldn‟t quite 
find what I wanted in the English 
language, so I decided on French – 
magnifique. The production really is a 
work of art of the coffee table variety, 
slightly less than A4 size: 576 pages 
which include 57 chapters, index, a 
glossary of  terms, selected bibliography, 
roll of honour, and the BSAP nominal roll. 
It contains over 900 carefully captioned 
photographs and illustrations. The book 
is hard-covered with glossy pages and a 
wonderfully designed dust cover. The 
type-setting is perfect and the font and 
margins ideal. The book is dedicated to 
the men and women who made a new 
and raw country their home, giving 
service to it, many with their lives. Theirs 
comprises the tale of a singular and 
outstanding police force. It is a tale that 
needed to be told. This dedication tells it 
all. I‟m proud to have a copy which will 

give me many hours of pleasure and 
fond memories, and I do believe that 
every ex member should own a copy as 
a precious memento of the times we all 
spent in the then Rhodesia.  
You will notice in this Outpost that other 
members have complimented the book 
as well – Dave Sloman, Peter Stanton 
and Mike Edden. Dave Blacker‟s poem 
“I was there!” is featured and is now even 
more topical. 
The book brings together Volume 1, the 
first line of defence (1889-1903), Volume 
2, the right of the line (1903-1939) and 
Volume 3, the end of the line (1939-
1980). The forward is by Bill Ellway who 
was deeply honoured to be asked to 
write it. I recommend the book without 
reservation; it will surely take pride of 
place in ex-members‟ homes. 
Now to upcoming events: 
Sunday 28th March: Bring ‘n Braai at 
Dickie Fritz Shellhole, Edenvale. 
Sunday 27th June: Curry & Rice at 
Rosebank (now Dunkeld) Bowling 
Club. 
11th September: Annual regimental 
dinner, Johannesburg Country Club. 
14th November: Remembrance Day 
parade and braai, Dickie Fritz 
Shellhole. 
To end, welcome to the new committee 
members: Maureen Merrifield, Ian 
Duncan and John Hill. You will enjoy. 
Glenn Macaskill – editor. 
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RECENT EVENTS. 
 

Christmas Sundowner 
11/12/2009 

 
An excellent turnout with good 
camaraderie: 6769 Dick Glanville, 
6610 Jock Pirrett, (5703) Judy 
Hankinson,  5137 Don Norris, 4763 
2RR Richard Owen, 7038 Ashley 
Collings, guest Morag Willis, 7651 
Dick Latilla, 6382 Terry Schwartz, 
5619 Barry Enslin,  5526 Phil & 
Robin Devlin, 9790 Duncan & Carol 
Waugh, 7290 Steve van den 
Heever, Ass. Lorraine Rutherford, 
W346 Maureen Merrifield, 7489 Ian  
Duncan, 382682 Alan Braithwaite, 
Kenya Police Ken Catton, 5695 
Dave Sloman, 6017 John Hill, 22979 
Mike Miskulin, guest Ratz Reed, 
6345 Dave Holmes, 101160 
Michelle Knight, 5807 Alistair Webb, 
5405 Brian Thomas, guest Graham 
Peak, 6145 Alex Fraser, 4831 Peter 
& Fran Stiff, 16496 Dennis 
Hammond, BPP George 
Longbotham, 6127 Errol 
Cunningham, PR823 Brian & Jan 
Newton, 9214 Ian & Koula Edwards, 
76198 Kevin Coetzee, guest Dianne 
Bell, V4028 Allan Lord, 8410 Andy 

Sternslow, 6534 Ian & Dee 
Cuthbertson, 6817 Keith Douche, 
22225 Harry McKinley. 

 
Monthly Sundowners 
13/11/2009 & 8/1/2010 

 
All the usual suspects were there. It 
was good to see 6671 Jan 
Steenkamp from the Cape on 8th 
January, with his son Paul and guest 
Shaun Peacock. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
12/02/2010 

 
The numbers were not great but we 
all had a good time. The minutes 
appear below. 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING 
12TH FEBRUARY 2010: TRANSVAAL 

SCOTTISH: 18H00 
 

PRESENT:  
MR J C PIRRETT (CHAIRMAN) 
MR G A MACASKILL (VICE CHAIR) 
MRB R GLANVILLE (SECRETARY) 
MR A M FRASER  (TREASURER) 
MRA STERNSLOW            (MEMORABILIA) 
MR R J LATILLA                (COMMITTEE) 
MR B G ENSLIN  (COMMITTEE) 
MR A D COLLINGS (COMMITTEE) 
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And members as per the attendance 
register. 
APOLOGIES: Messrs D Sloman; D 
Rowland; K Douche; A Gibson; C 
Russell; I Cuthbertson; D McNamara; P 
O‟Connor; S McKay; G Albertson; P 
Francis; M van Rensburg. 

 

OPENING & WELCOME: The 
Secretary opened the meeting 
welcoming those present, thanking them 
for their attendance. 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM: 
The minutes of the previous Annual 
General Meeting holden at the same 
venue on 13th February 2009 were 
circulated at the meeting; they were 
proposed as a true reflection of that 
meeting by Ashley Collings, seconded 
by Derek Walters and adopted. There 
were no matters arising. 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: The 
Chairman reflected, inter alia, that 2009 
had been a good year for the association 
with excellent support given by members 
at various functions which had included a 
new venture: a “bring & Braai”. Future 
“Curry & Rice” luncheons were planned 
now to be held at the Rosebank Bowls 
Club as this would lessen the burden on 
those members who hitherto had 
prepared the food for such events. The 
Dickie Fritz MOTH Shellhole was 
thanked for allowing the association use 
of their facilities for various functions. 

Additionally the Chairman thanked the 
individuals who had given of their time to 
organise functions and other association 
duties and routines. All were asked to 
stand for the reading of the roll of honour 
of those branch members who had 
passed to higher service during the year 
under revue; a moment‟s silence was 
then paid in respect to the departed .            
Certain very elderly former members of 
the Regiment had been identified and 
steps were in place to accommodate 
their needs where required. On more 
specific matters, the Constitution had 
been amended to bring the association 
in line with SARS requirements, new 
members had joined under the year in 
review (including our own piper!); 
subscriptions had been raised to a 
realistic amount though not onerous and 
welcome donations had been received. 
This association was the major 
benefactor of the Forces Memorial 
Project. On the question of a regular 
venue, the Chairman explained that for 
very practical reasons, the current venue 
would be utilised for the foreseeable 
future. On the question of benevolence, 
the association had made a substantial 
donation to the Flame Lily Foundation 
(FLF) to defray costs incurred by the FLF 
in their endeavours to have Zimbabwe 
service pensions recommence 
(something for which this association 
greatly benefits) and the residue to go to 
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the “Grateful Gran” scheme 
administered by the FLF for indigent 
pensioners. As always, requests for 
assistance to members are always dealt 
with sensitivity and understanding ,and 
with due diligence being applied with 
strict observance to confidentiality. The 
Chairman stressed the need to maintain 
contacts with other similar services as 
ourselves particularly as our numbers 
start to dwindle. The committee had 
been in contact with the FLF regarding 
Zimbabwe Pensions and a huge 
exercise had been undertaken in this 
regard during the year under review. On 
the question of the Regimental Dinner it 
was stressed that guests of both sexes 
are welcome.  
Turning to the committee, the Chairman 
thanked his committee saying that they 
had taken on onerous tasks to ensure 
the smoothing running of the association; 
he singled out the Secretary, treasurer 
and memorabilia members for jobs well 
done sometimes under trying 
circumstances. The Chairman 
concluded that new members to the 
committee would always be welcome, 
bringing as they would fresh ideas and 
perspectives in the years ahead. The 
Chairman wished all well for the new 
year. 
The Chairman‟s report was proposed 
for adoption by Glenn Macaskill; and 
seconded by Dick Latilla. 

TREASURER’S REPORT & 
STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNT: The 
Treasurer tabled his report for the year 
under review and this is annexed to the 
minutes. In essence the Treasurer 
reflected that the association is solvent 
and the branch‟s finances were in a 
healthy state. The Treasurer‟s report was 
proposed for adoption by Derek Walters 
and seconded by Maureen Merrifield. 
 
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 
Chairman: John Pirrett - Proposed  
Dick Glanville Seconded  Peter Stiff 
No other nominations – Carried 
Vice Chairman: Dick Latilla  
Proposed: John Pirrett Seconded 
Peter Stiff 
No other nominations – Carried 
Secretary: Dick Glanville -              
Proposed John Pirrett  Seconded Ian 
Duncan 
No other nominations – Carried 
Treasurer: Alex Fraser -             
Proposed Dick Latilla Seconded Derek 
Walters  
No other nominations - Carried  
Members 
Glenn Macaskill (Outpost)                  
Proposed Barry Enslin Seconded 
Ashley Collings 
Andy Sternslow (Memorabilia)          
Proposed John Pirrett Seconded Ian 
Duncan 
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Barry Enslin                   
Proposed John Pirrett  Seconded 
Glenn Macaskill 
Ashley Collings                   
Proposed Andy Sternslow   Seconded 
Glenn Macaskill 
Maureen Merrifield                  
Proposed Ashley Collings    Seconded 
Dick Latilla 
John Hill                    
Proposed John Pirrett       Seconded 
Glenn Macaskill  
Ian Duncan                   
Proposed Dick Latilla        
Seconded John Pirrett 
No other nominations – Carried 
 

OTHER BUSINESS; 
As a debt of gratitude towards the Flame 
Lily Foundation per se and to its long 
standing National Secretary, Col John 
Redfern, in particular, it was proposed 
by Dick Glanville that Col John Redfern 
be afforded Honorary Membership of 
this branch of the Regimental 
Association. This proposition was 
seconded by John Pirrett. This was put 
to the vote and carried unanimously. 
On the question of the Regimental 
Dinner various committee members 
addressed the meeting saying that this 
was the association‟s premier event of 
the year. As such the format must, of 
necessity, remain unaltered; indeed the 
Transvaal Regimental Dinner is 

regarded as being the finest such event 
of any branch worldwide - this must 
remain unaltered. Ladies are welcome to 
attend given these circumstances should 
they feel comfortable. If a member feels 
that an observation or criticism of the 
event is warranted, this should be made 
known to the committee where it would 
be heard and reacted upon. It is 
absolutely evident, however, from the 
numbers alone of members attending 
annual Regimental Dinners that 
members are satisfied with the current 
format of the function and it will therefore 
remain unaltered. One member from the 
floor also commented that he had not 
attended a dinner for many years and 
only when he did, did he realise what a 
superb event he had been missing! 
 
CLOSURE 
There being no further business to 
discuss, the meeting was formally closed 
at 18h50 and those present were 
thanked for taking the time and trouble to 
attend. 
Those who attended were: 6769 Dick 
Glanville, 6610 Jock Pirrett, 8446 Derek 
Walters, 6650 Peter Combes, 6145 Alex 
Fraser, 7489 Ian Duncan, 16496 Dennis 
Hammond, 8410 Andy Sternslow, 
15329L Dennis Osborne, 5619 Barry 
Enslin, (5703) Judy Hankinson, 6345 
Dave Holmes, 8436 Brian Hutchinson, 
7715 Tony Merris, 6017 John Hill, 
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WP346 Maureen Merrifield, Ass. 
Lorraine Rutherford, 4831 Peter Stiff, 
5587 Howard Marshall, 5526 Phil & 
Robin Devlin, 22225 Harry McKinley, 
V4028 Allan Lord, 7038 Ashley Collings, 
6382 Terry Schwartz, 6538 Glenn 
Macaskill. 
 
. 

REMINDER!!!!! 

Monthly gatherings 
every second 
Friday at the 
Transvaal Scottish 
(The Jocks) 
anytime after 
5.30pm. Wives, 
partners and 
guests welcome 
Please make the 
effort – you’ll not 
be disappointed 
and you’ll be 
surprised at who 
you meet. 

Next big event: 
Curry & Rice at 
Rosebank Bowls 
Club on 27/6/2010. 

NEWS FROM THE 

BRANCHES 

U.K. Branch 

Home News - Extracts from the UK 
Outpost Issue 73 Edited by Mike 
Abbotts 5975  
 

AROUND & ABOUT THE UK 

AND IRELAND  

Victory Service Club Gatherings 

4th August 2009 - this month we 

were pleased to welcome the 

following from afar, 5211 Bill 

Birch (Namibia), 6170/7756 

Graeme De Wit (South Africa) and 

Alan Bryant (Zimbabwe), ex 

Rhodesia Army (Grandson of 
230/658Trooper A.E Bryant ï 
see History Section for further 
information). Also enjoying the 

company were: 4278 John 
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Balchin, 4853 Fred Punter, 5055 

Ken Miners, 5248 Alan Lane, 

5507 Brian Taylor , 5975 
Mike Abbotts, 6197/7208 Keith 

Addison, 6348 Dennis Poole, 

6527 Mike OôDonnell, 6737 Mike 

Coleman, 6905 Peter Phillips, 

7225 Keith and Judy Brown, 7359 

Bertie Cubitt , 7391 Alan 

Toms, 7407 John Bradbury , 

19566 ñSkipò Rausch, 22137 Peter 

Munday and guests John De Wit 

and Ian Stuart (maker of tasty 

biltong!). 

1st September 2009 - a fine early 

autumn evening saw the best 

turnout at the monthly gathering 

for some considerable time with 

the following putting in an 

appearance: 4278 John Balchin, 

4503 Derek Humberstone, 4853 

Fred Punter, 4735 Cliff Rogers, 

4882 Peter Dancer, 5248 Alan 

Lane,5469 Dave Grimbly , 

5507 Brian Taylor, 5625 ñBiffò 

Way, 5662 Barry Henson, 5975 

Mike Abbotts, 6308 Dan Hughes, 

6514/7562 Chris Johnson, 6527 

Mike OôDonnell, 6609 Parry 

Jones, 6905 Peter Phillips, 7211 

Peter Biddulph , 7359 Bertie 

Cubitt , 7391 Alan Toms, 8338 

Mal Thurman , 8510 David 

Adams (Zimbabwe), WPO 484 

Carol and Graham MacKenzie, 

and195666 ñSkipò Rausch 

together with guests Carl Keith , 

Gary King , Tom Prentice (Major) 

and Ian Stuart. 

Whitwell Braai : Rutland  

25th July 2009 

The mid-year braai was once again 

held at Whitwell on the shores of 

Rutland Water in the County of 

that name. The motto of the 

County is, appropriately, ñmultum 

in parvoò which means ñmuch 

in littleò ï Englandôs secret and 

smallest county.  
A most enjoyable weekend was 

had by one and all ï showing their 

faces were: 

4503 Derek and Joan 

Humberstone, 4549 Ken and 

204504 Dorothy Stanford-Smith, 

4646 Roger Young, 4741 Bill 

Bailey, 4853 Fred and Margaret 

Punter, 4882 Peter Dancer, 5141 

Ivan and June Stitt , 5171 Peter 

Hillier and 200029 Joan Walker , 

5248 Alan and Pauline Lane, 5312 

Mike and Sara Lindley , 5358 

Mick and Norah York , 5486 Mick 
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and May Wood, 5508Gordon and 

Eve Norris , 5559 Dick and 

Bev Thompson, 5615 Tom and 

Joan Meekin, 5625 Biff and Anita 

Way, 5653 Mike and Di Taylor , 

5662 Barry and 200715 Jean 

Henson, [5670] Jane Pringle, 

6348 Dennis Poole, 6449 Ted 

and 201399 Ros Crawford , 6479 

Ted and Tina Ayers-Hunt , 6605 

Cy and Ronnie Hartley , 6609 

Parry Jones, 6630 Jim Hazlett, 

6789 Matt and Glennis 

Harwood, 6905 Peter Phillips, 

6960 Steve and Maureen Ripley, 

7072 Terry and Jan Walmsley, 

7085 Fred and Angela Hubbard , 

7136 Dave and Lyn Lynas, 7211 

Peter and Margaret Biddulph , 

7233 Clive and Theo Shelley, 

[7327] Maggie Plant and Irene 

Arnot , 7391 Alan and Lyn Toms, 

7677 Peter Dewe, 7892 Peter and 

Liz Marshall and Ann Derham, 

7964 Stuart Thomson, 8009 Peter 

and Nicky Butler , 8218 Geoff 

Clements and Neil Clements, 

8224 Alan and Martine Ledger, 

8338 Mal and Roz Thurman , 

9102 Ian and Jacquie McLaren , 

Claire McLaren , 204556 Caroline 

Witts , Associate: Sandi Henson, 

Robert and Susan Amphlett , 

and Mark and Helen Tabor. 
 

IRISH GATHERING  

5th September 2009 

The Eighth Annual Irish gathering 

washeld on Saturday 5th September 

at the usual excellent venue, Sandy 

Stokesô home near Clonmel, 

Ireland.  The weather was good, 

although cloudy and a little cool 

and so full use could be made of 

the lovely grounds. The 

conservatory was decorated by 

four old Rhodesian flags presented 

to the group by 4061 Tpr Robert 

Slade. Thirty-eight people 

attended, of whom twelve alone 

were bussed down from the 

North by stalwart Tom Meekin. 

Several old Rhodesian guests 

attended, including Sandyôs old 

bank manager, Geoff Wood 

from Chipinga many years ago. 

An excellent lunch was served, 

including boerewors. Many thanks 

for contributing to the success of 

the event. A new face this year was 

that of Biff Way, well-known 

raconteur. He acted as auctioneer 

of Eddie Matchettôs painting of 
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a Mounted Trooper and it was like 

the Tobacco Sales floor. He also 

presented an African Constable 

skit which was much appreciated. 

Another innovation this year 

was a Raffle, which was organised, 

and prizes donated, by Marie Berry 

and Katherine Flynn, while Biff 

did the ticket selling.  

Those attending were: 4789 Eddie 

and Joan Matchett, 5196 Graham 

and Kathy Mageean, 5272 Pat 

Deasey, 5312 Mike and Sara 

Lindley , 5508 Gordon and 

Eve Norris , 5584 John and Marie 

Berry , 5615 Tom and Joan 

Meekin and guests Stan and Anne 

Mills , 5625 Biff and Anita 

Way, 5681 Rob and Carole 

Harvey, 5976 Nigel and Pauline 

Seward, 6264 Bob and Katherine 

Flynn, 7348 Peter OôHara, 9225 

John and Linda Scott, 110713 

Brian Armstrong and Jill 

Delaney, 23361 (FR) Chris and 

(WFR)Wendy Kavanah, 31477 

(FR) Ian and Patricia Pearce, 

guests Nicky Hall , Geoff and 

Maggie Wood, Mike Harris (ex 

Rhod. Govt) and Neeline, and last 

but not least 5586 Sandy Stokes. 

Apologies received from: Barry 

Henson, Peter Bradley, Clive 

Evans, Derek Singleton, Norman 

McNarry, Gary McWade, John 

Coleridge, Garth Long, Jim 

Hazlett. 

John Berry 5584 
 

Regimental Association Dinner 

London 

25th September 2009 

The 62nd Annual Regimental 

Dinner took place in the 

Carisbrooke Hall at the Victory 

Services Club, London on Friday 

25th September 2009. Members and 

guests started to gather at around 

6.00pm with the trumpet call for 

dinner sounding at 7.30pm. 

Chairman, Peter Phillips, got 

things underway by welcoming Dr 

Sue Onslow (Guest Speaker), 

Peter Petter-Bowyer (RhodAF) 

and Nighean Darlaston (NRP 

Association) together with those 

members attending from overseas 

with special mention of 3708 Bill 

Crabtree, over from South Africa, 

looking very well at 92 years old. 

Peter then read out greetings and 

best wishes from Her Majesty the 

Queen, General the Lord Michael 

Walker (Patron), Rhodesian 
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Army Association and the Natal 

Branch of the Association. 

After the loyal toast, 70 members 

and guests sat down to a very 

enjoyable meal. 

Peter introduced our guest speaker, 

Dr Sue Onslow, Research Fellow 

and Lecturer War Studies, Kings 

College. Sue, having lived and 

worked in South Africa and 

Kenya, gave an insight into her 

work, especially her present 

project which has brought her face 

to face with many of our members 

when recording their involvement 

and experiences in the terrorist war 

leading up to the change in 

Government in Rhodesia. Her 

speech was very well received. 

Tony Granger replied in his usual 

eloquent manner. 

Once the speeches were over, 

Dennis Poole got the raffle under 

way with the help of Sue ï the 

three main prizes being won by 

Mick York , Seamus Power and 

Peter Lane. 

No report of the dinner would be 

complete without mention of the 

unfortunate accident that befell 

Bertie Cubitt whilst setting up the 

hall for the dinner ï he slipped 

from the stage and landed heavily 

on his hip. This necessitated him 

being taken to hospital where he 

was detained, thus missing the 

dinner, and having to have a hip 

replacement operation on the 

following Monday. The good news 

is that Bertie is now making a good 

recovery at home. 

Those attending the dinner were: 

Sue Onslow (Guest Speaker), 

Peter Petter- Bowyer (RhodAF), 

Nighean Darlaston (NRP Assoc), 

3708 Bill Crabtree (South Africa), 

4158 Tim Weimer, 4278 John 

Balchin, 4503 Derek 

Humberstone, 4735 Cliff Rogers, 

4851 Murray Harrison (Spain), 

4853 Fred Punter, 4857 Mike 

Wiltshire , 4882 Peter Dancer, 

4897 Brian Shiers (USA), 4964 

Mike Tadman, 5055 Ken Miners, 

5075 Dick Ray, 5111 Jack Bacon, 

5171 Peter Hillier , 5248 Alan 

Lane, 5259 Wilf Howe, 5272 Pat 

Deasy (Eire),5349 Peter Lane, 

5358 Mick York , 5408 Richard 

Barnes (Australia), 5507 Brian 

Taylor , 5559 Dick Thompson, 

5601 Eric Robb, 5615 Tom 

Meekin, 5625 ñBiffò Way, 5662 

Barry Henson, 5755 Stewart 
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Edwards, 6123 Brian Pym, 6130 

Randy Symmons, 6308 Dan 

Hughes, 6348 Dennis Poole, 6432 

Chris Roberts, 6507 Seamus 

Power, 6609 Parry Jones, 6629 

George Glibbery, 6630 Jim 

Hazlett, 6632 Gerry Paxton, 6743 

Bruce Allen, 6905 Peter Phillips, 

7211 Peter Biddulph , 

7359 Bertie Cubitt , 7391 Alan 

Toms, 7677 Peter Dewe, 7784 

Steve Accornley, 7996 Peter 

Hirst , 8009 Peter Butler , 8163 

Mike Robertson, 9086 Tony 

Granger, 9102 Ian McLaren , 

9591 Les Burrow , 111032 Colin 

Bewes, W199 Linda Robertson, 

óAô Reserve 4891 Sid Cooper, 

19566 ñSkipò Rausch, 201279 

Heather Milner , 00453 Patricia 

Shaw, Associates: Andy Banks, 

Jacqui McLaren and Claire 

McLaren , Guests: Stan Mills , 

Nick Golden, Jason Allen, 

Huw Parry -Jones and Glyn 

Parry-Jones. 
 
 

The Last Parade. 
 
A weekend to remember: 24th & 
25th July, 2010. 

Whitwell Hotel & Conference 
Centre, Whitwell, Oakham, 
Rutland, LE15 8BW, UK.  +44 
(0) 1780 686 555, Fax +44 (0) 
1780 686 549. E 
enquiries@whitwellhotel.co.uk / 
www.whitwellhotel.co.uk 

National Memorial Arboretum, 
Alrewas, Staffordshire, DE13 
7AR, UK. T +44 (0) 1283 792 
333, Fax +44 (0) 1283 792 034. 
www.thenma.org.uk 

"At dusk on the evening of 
Friday 1st August 1980, the 
BSA Police flag was hauled 
down for the last time from the 
masthead at Police 
Headquarters and folded with 
quiet dignity. At midnight and 
with no other official ceremony, 
that which was regarded by 
many as the finest police force 
in the world, ceased to exist."  
The Regiment, Richard Hamley  

Almost thirty years after the 
BSAP flag was „hauled down‟ in 
Rhodesia, the UK Branch of the 
BSAP Regimental Association 
is hosting „The Last Parade‟; an 
official ceremony dedicated to 

mailto:enquiries@whitwellhotel.co.uk
http://www.whitwellhotel.co.uk/
http://www.thenma.org.uk/
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commemorating „the finest 
police force in the world‟. 
Saturday 24th July, 2010 - 
Relax & Reminisce in Rutland : 
BSAP UK Annual Braai at 
Whitwell HotelSunday 25th 
July, 2010 - Reunite & 
Remember in Alrewas : BSAP 
Unveiling Ceremony at the 
National Memorial Arboretum  

Why not make it a „weekend to 
remember‟ by booking into 
Whitwell from Friday the 23rd? 
This way, you get to indulge in 
a hearty breakfast on the 
Saturday, (and Sunday and 
Monday if you book subsequent 
nights), before heading out to 
perhaps spot an osprey, hire a 
tandem or charter a dinghy. 
The BSAP Reunion Centre will 
open on the 24th from 1000 
with displays of memorabilia 
and film screenings like „The 
Regiment Remembered‟. Tea 
and coffee will be available on 
tap throughout the day and 
there are some fantastic local 
eateries in which to grab a bite 
of lunch. The all-important hotel 
bar opens on Saturday 
afternoon at which point most 

members gather to browse 
through the Reunion Centre 
(stock available to buy) and 
catch up with friends over a 
beer before the braai is lit at 
1800. A reception (serving a 
light buffet) will begin at 1230. 
Procession to the memorial will 
begin at 1345 and the official 
unveiling & dedication 
ceremony will commence at 
1400. It is due to finish by 1500. 

COST: While the UK branch 
has initiated the BSAP 
Memorial Project, it is a 
memorial to every BSAP 
member, past and present. 
Queensland members have 
already generously donated 
£1,000 to the fundraising effort 
but more is needed to reach the 
fund target of £12,000. 

THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM : The BSA 
Police Memorial will be erected 
at the intersection of Yeomanry 
Avenue and Far East Walk in 
the National Memorial 
Arboretum in the UK. Alan Lane 
has written a detailed article on 
the NMA which appears in this 



                                        
                                                British South                              Africa Police 
 

 

  
       Transvaal Outpost 

14 

Outpost (Issue 73). However 
below is an excerpt for the 
benefit of those who do not 
receive the UK Outpost.  

„The literature in the visitor 
centre stated that the National 
Memorial Arboretum is the 
United Kingdom‟s living and 
lasting Memorial to 
commemorate and celebrate 
those who have given their lives 
in the service of their country;  
All who have served and those 
who have suffered as a result of 
conflict; others who for specific 
or appropriate reasons are 
commemorated on the site. 

Created in 1997 on reclaimed 
sand and gravel pits, the 
Arboretum is located in the 
heart of the country within the 
National Forest at Alrewas, 
near Lichfield, Staffordshire. It 
covers an area of 150 acres of 
well kept grassland bordering 
the River Tame with some 
50,000 trees already planted 
and 150 dedicated memorials 
established.‟ 

THE BSAP MEMORIAL: The 
BSAP memorial will be a replica 
of the Blatherwick memorial in 
Morris Depot. It is not being 
erected as a monument to the 
deceased, but as a tribute and 
celebration to honour everyone 
who served in the BSA Police 
since its inception in 1889. A 
bronze tablet will appear on 
each of its four faces depicting 
the BSA Police crest, a 
Mounted Trooper, a brief civil 
history and a brief military 
history. The casts for the tablets 
are being sculpted by Winston 
Hart, an ex-member of the 
BSAP.  

ACCOMMODATION : July and 
August is the height of the 
holiday season in Rutland and 
hotels book early. Barry 
Henson will coordinate 
bookings but to guarantee 
reservations, he will need early 
confirmations. 

WHITWELL HOTEL: Rooms 
rates (including bed and 
breakfast) are £70 double/night 
or £50 single/night. Priority will 
be given to guests booking a 
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two or three night stay at the 
hotel (Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday). Anyone staying three 
nights will receive a 50% 
discount on the third night. 

LOCAL B&Bs & PUBS: Rooms 
are available at establishments 
in the area but prices are likely 
to range up to £120 double and 
£90 single. There are also 
caravan sites in the close 
proximity. Details will be 
supplied on request. 

COACH CONNECTION: A 
coach will be available to take 
you from Whitwell to the 
National Memorial Arboretum 
for the Dedication and back 
again. The trip is about 65 miles 
and takes 90 minutes. Anyone 
using the coach will be asked to 
contribute to the hire costs. 

If you have any queries relating 
to these events then please 
contact Barry Henson (Hon 
Sec, UK) by email 
bsapuk@aol.com or call +44 (0) 
1572 770 331 

Info for any of our members 
who would like to make the trip 
ï Ed. 

 

NATAL BRANCH 
 

Issue 83 – Feb 2010 
 
EDITOR’S NOTES  (Trevor Dutton) 
 

My first note is the sad news that 
Nobby Clark is intending to stand 
down as Chairman at our next AGM 
in May. Initial reactions must be – 
why? He is doing such a good job. 
But after 7 years on the Natal Branch 
committee of which 5 were in the 
Chair, Nobby has decided it‟s time 
for a change and I, for one, cannot 
argue with him.  
Before allowing him to take his 
discharge I would like to write a few 
words about this very likeable 
character. In my mind and during all 
the years I have known him (we first 
“bumped” into each other during the 
1960s in the era of Special Branch 
located in Railway Avenue, 
Salisbury) he has aptly fitted the 
description of being “straight up and 
down” – you get what you see. 
Nothing pretentious and very rarely 

mailto:bsapuk@aol.com
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offering a hidden agenda; easy 
going perhaps to a fault but when 
required he can be an iron fist in a kid 
glove. Not only loved by his family 
but admired and respected by his 
friends and all who had dealings with 
him. One of the few people I have 
met who can literally get on with 
anybody.  
As a Chairman he gave the Natal 
Committee strong and clear 
leadership and beneath a quiet and 
dignified manner seemed to get the 
best out of each member.  
He will be sorely missed but I doubt 
very much that he will wander far. I‟m 
sure he will continue to actively 
support this Association. 

 

Queensland Newsletter 
March 2010. 

 
COMMITTEE 
It is just over twelve months ago that the 
Queensland Committee decided that it 
would convert from a formal Branch of 
the Regimental Association to an 
informal one and the offices of 
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Editor would become the Administrator. 
A committee of one can be highly prized 
but, to ensure that I didn‟t get carried 
away with visions of Ocean Liner 

Cruises with our funds, I asked 6604 
John Gold to remain as Social Secretary, 
to which he agreed. 
 
COFFEE MORNINGS 
 John continues to arrange frequent 
coffee mornings for the retirees as well 
as other ex-Rhodesians; thank you John 
for that as well as the organisation of the 
Annual Dinner in September. 
Other members who regularly meet us 
when their social arrangements do not 
conflict are 6278 Gerry Dyer and 7432 
Will Keys. A regular visitor is Goofy 
Lawrence, well known to my era as 
Rhodesia‟s opening bowler in Cricket 
and 1962 Rhodesian Sportsman of the 
Year! (It will probably surprise him that I 
know of this accolade as he doesn‟t talk 
about it in his “whenwe” chats). He, of 
course, only played in the Salisbury 
League whereas I played under Basil 
Spurling in the Bulawayo League so 
never actually played against him, 
although, to digress, I remember one 
match where we played the MCC 
touring team and were allowed to win. 
  
SECRETARY/TREASURER 
7012 Mike King had been a long serving 
and loyal Secretary but decided to hang 
up his boots last year, which in fact was 
the catalyst to me for the decision to “go it 
alone”. Mike and his wife Ginny were 
honoured for their service at the Annual 
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Dinner and I made arrangements to take 
over the finances. Having been helped 
by the Queensland Police Association in 
the past through the daughter of one of 
the better known members of the Force, 
John Restorick, my application to 
change signatures fell on bureaucratic 
ears, because she had left the 
organisation only a week before, and the 
mountain of documentation that was 
sent to me seemed unnecessarily 
difficult. Rather than make waves I have 
arranged with Mike that he obtains a 
new cheque book through the old 
system and all he will be required to do in 
the future is sign a cheque when 
needed. This less than onerous task will 
be accompanied by a suitable libation at 
the Dinner! 
 
MEMORIAL TO THE BSAP 
The biggest challenge to ex-members 
worldwide was to support the initiative of 
the UK Branch in unveiling a Memorial 
Statue to the Force at the National 
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, near 
Lichfield in Staffordshire, UK, which takes 
place on the 25th July this year. I am 
pleased to report that our branch, small 
though it may be, was the first to respond 
with a handsome donation of One 
Thousand Pounds and hearty 
congratulations have already been 
passed to the 21 of you who responded 
to my request for support, as well as to 

Debbie, widow of Inspector Tony 
Dawson; Peter Barton, son of my old 
colleague Assistant Commissioner John 
(Pug) Barton; Goofy Lawrence and 
Louise Bradley daughter of 4589 Roy 
Jennings. 
The Branch will be represented at the 
unveiling by me and it is just possible that 
Will and Jacqui Keys, Gordon Hodnett 
his partner Joan and Dave and Jean 
Clinker may be there as well.  
 
TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS. 
In my case I am indebted to Will Keys for 
his fundraising among the legal 
profession and, in Rosemary‟s case, to 
all those who bought the Zimbabwe mint 
10 Trillion Dollar Notes and a substantial 
donation from Gerry and Wendy Dyer. 
To all of you I say thank you very much. I 
paid for our air tickets on 2 March and will 
travel to the UK on 17th July via Brunei 
Airlines; the Sultan owns the Airline and 
sits on a pond of liquid gold, so the 
company is not subject to the vagaries 
tormenting others in the industry. After 
that somewhat painful exercise I am not 
sure that we can afford to travel to 
Rutland to attend the Braai on 24th July, 
as the nearest we will be is in Trentham, 
Stoke on Trent, whereas Rutland is 
closer to Nottingham. We shall see but I 
am not sure I can survive 48 hours of 
“whenwe” with the large crowd expected 
at the unveiling and the braai. 
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HISTORY OF THE FORCE VOLUME 
THREE 
I move on now to the final volume of the 
History of the Force and the De-Luxe 
copy donated by the publisher “30 
Degrees South”. It has been received 
and I hope to hold the draw of the raffle 
at the next coffee morning with John 
Gold, Will Keys and Gerry Dyer.  To 
those of you who truly enjoyed their 
service, it is an excellent publication 
embracing all previous volumes and 
includes previously unknown articles 
embracing all sections of the Force with 
accompanying photographs and an 
article 49 Days, a bit of our Secret past, 
that spells out the plan to balance 
Mugabe‟s intimidation of the electorate, 
which unfortunately was switched off at 
the last minute when, if successful, and 
there was no reason that it wouldn‟t have 
been, would have guaranteed a 
Government of National Unity and 
international support to keep ZANU PF 
under control. No good crying over spilt 
milk. 
 
PENSIONS 
Towards the end of last year there was a 
possibility that foreign currency pension 
payments would be resumed to those 
living outside the country but, this hope 
was short-lived as Robert Gabriel once 
again reneged on promises to rein in his 
supporters and support the coalition 

government. He even went so far as to 
undermine fiscal reforms and have 
Zimbabwe Currency re-printed to 
replace the international currency 
currently in place, which was nipped in 
the bud at the last minute but, from all 
accounts, the coalition government is a 
complete non-starter and the MDC 
members are beating their heads 
against a brick wall, trying to get things to 
work. The regular news bulletins I am 
getting via Iron Horse (Zimbabwe News); 
letters from Cathy Buckle and Eddie 
Cross and a publication minuted on to 
me from my friend ex-Detective 
Inspector Roy Welch now living in New 
Zealand paint a miserable story 
highlighted by the news that “Tim” spent 
over Three Hundred Thousand Pounds 
on his 86th birthday party feeding the 
guests on Lobster and other exotic 
foods. With starvation rife among the 
elderly and unemployed it is a complete 
disgrace.  
The Branch is not in a position to assist 
Zimbabwe Pensioners in Zimbabwe but 
I am happy to record that some 
individuals are doing their bit with the 
various associations buying up and 
delivering regular food parcels to the 
needy. 
BSAP WEBSITE 
Andy Field, still living and earning a 
modest crust in Harare, has been doing 
sterling work re-vamping the BSAP 
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website and, to those who do not know 
of it and would like to read what is 
happening, you are invited to look up the 
website:  
Quote: You may, if you have the time, go 
and look at the page I (Andrew Field) 
have put up for Natal Branch.  You will 
find this at: 
http://www.bsap.org/brnatal.html - you 
will find links to your branch there, but 
these are shells at present.  I have not 
linked these branch pages to the site yet. 
Unquote.  
I have sent Andy some information 
to bring him up to date and will be 
looking up previous newsletters 
and Chairman‟s Chats to bring our 
branch up to date. 

Mike Edden. 

Interesting newsletter! Ed. 

TRANSVAAL INPOST 
 
“An obituary I sent recently set me 
thinking a little; 
  
Why do we have the 
association...................................? 
 The reason must be that there are a 
number of fellow ex BSAP members 
who treasure and respect the memories 
of our past.  If one spends just a little time 

(hopefully with a good glass of BSAP red 
wine) being introspective and really 
thinking about what went by in those 
days and the memories just start to flood 
back.  
In the right space and time, possibly, 
tears would/may appear at the thoughts 
of what was and what could have been. 
Imagine if our (Political) leaders had led 
us better?? Imagine what could have 
been had we done this better?? Is it not a 
classic example of the leaders hearing 
(possibly) but not listening to the 
masses?? Is it not a fact that our leaders 
did not hear Mac Millan (spelling?)...who 
could see the future?? 

The fact is that it is so sad that what was 
once so great, is now destroyed, never 
to be great again. Do we ever learn from 
history?? If not, why is it taught?? 

Last, but not least, imagine if we had not 
been taught to type on a 
typewriter?????? 
Just another thought..... 
 I loved Bullard‟s speech at the last 
dinner but............ 
Getting real ex Rhodesians to give 
meaningful reminiscences about those 
golden (BSAP) years is I believe the true 
essence of what it‟s about. 
Yours sincerely 

Andrew Sternslow 8410” 
 
Good thinking, Andy ï Ed. 

~ 

http://www.bsap.org/brnatal.html
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ñIt has been some time since I circulated 

a message to all those people who have 

registered with me via the web site.  I am 

writing to you and your families to wish 

you all a wonderful Christmas and a truly 

good New Year. 

Reflecting on the year, as we come to the 

close of 2009, I am sure many of you will 

echo just what a difficult year this has 

been, where ever you are.  The BSA 

Police Regimental Website continues to 

provide a conduit through which former 

members of the force can come together, 

especially during these trying times, and I 

hope to maintain this facility for you into 

2010.  My special thanks must go to Les 

Burrow (9591) who continues to host the 

site.  Just as an aside, he has done a lot of 

work this week securing the site from 

cyber-non-desirables.  My appreciation is 

also extended to Hon. Secretaries, of all 

the Regimental Branches, for keeping me 

in the 'loop'; their continued support of the 

site; and the news they provide.  Also, 

my sincere gratitude goes to all the 

Outpost/Newsletter Editors for their hard 

work and the flow of excellent material 

for the site. 

I am presently working on the concept 

of a complete refresh of the site, that may 

change the style and look of 

the web pages, but the content will 

remain much the same.   I have 

maintained the front page with news on 

former members, which, sadly, seems to 

be predominated by the deaths of old 

colleagues.  The registration of former 

members through the website continues 

to provide a source of new membership 

to the many active branches of the 

Regimental Association around the 

globe.  You are encouraged to keep your 

information up to date, using the forms 

provided, and to promote registration by 

other former members.  I have added a 

few details about you, below my 

signature - please let me know if these are 

correct.  Forgive me for the duplications 

of this mail to different, if not old, e-mail 

addresses, but checking a listing of 1,500 

members can be rather arduous. 

There is one function which I believe 

needs general notification and this special 

event is the unveiling of the BSA Police 

Memorial at the National Memorial 

Arboretum.  This function is to be held 

on 25 July 2010 in combination with the 

United Kingdom Branch Annual Braai, 

which will take place the day before at 

Rutland.  You may access a brochure on 

the web site by clicking on this link : 

BSA Police Memorial - I am happy to 

send this via e-mail if you ask.  If there is 

one function we should all make an effort 

http://www.bsap.org/
http://www.bsap.org/
http://www.bsap.org/pdfbin/The%20Last%20Parade.PDF
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to attend, I believe this is it.  I am 

planning on being there. 

Life for those living in Zimbabwe 

continues to be a challenge.  We were all 

hopeful for some political change during 

the year, new horizons, and, generally a 

return to normality.  This was not to be.  

Most of us 'soldier' on, jumping the 

hurdles around each corner; well realising 

we are not out of the woods yet, by any 

manner of means.  Few can understand 

the abject stupidity, or madness, nor 

the destruction behind us, nor could 

any predict the likely outcomes unfolding 

ahead.  One point which is certain is that 

this once fine nation has 

been devastated.  Poverty, hunger and 

disease will prevail for many years as will 

political power plays and possibly 

conflict. 

The bringing together of former 

comrades creates a very unique network 

for those who served in the British South 

Africa Police.  Its a special bond which I 

shall continue to enjoy, and I hope you 

will too.  My message to you all is to get 

involved with the Regimental network, in 

whatever way you can, and do not miss 

out on the opportunities of friendship and 

belonging to this exclusive club.  I hope 

the website can help you achieve this. 

 May you enjoy a wonderful festive 

season and a bountiful New Year.  I raise 

my glass to you and the Regiment. 

With best wishes 

Andrew D Field - 8646 

Go visit your BSAP website - 

http://www.bsap.org/index.html 

PO Box HG 935, Highlands, Zimbabwe 

Well done to another Andy! More 

info on the Memorial weekend - 

Ed 

~ 

“This is a brief update on the Zimbabwe 
Government pensions saga. Dated 28th 
January 2010 

I had a telephone conversation with 
Sylvester Mnkandla on 12 January, 
followed by a 'phone chat with Turville 
Kille.  Mnkandla said many of his staff 
were still on leave, so there had been 
little progress since I previously spoke to 
him in mid-December. He said that the 
new widow's application form is now 
available, and he would ask Turville to e-
mail me a copy. However, when Turville 
contacted Mnkandla on 19 January, 
there were still no printed forms available. 
The latest information I have received is 
that the Pensions Office staff would work 
on the 524 completed documents so far 
submitted to them by the FLF, on their 
return to work after the Christmas-New 
Year holidays. Turville suggested that it 

http://www.bsap.org/index.html
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might be wise for the Pensions Office to 
first deal with pensioners in South Africa, 
and to then process forms coming from 
OSPA (none has yet been sent from the 
UK, so far as I know).  The FLF's next 
batch is scheduled for delivery at the end 
of January. Most of the documents we 
still hold relate to widows, although we 
have 124 completed submissions ready 
for dispatch. 
On a positive note, I know of two 
individuals who have received letters 
from the Pensions Ombudsman, saying 
that pension payments to non-resident 
pensioners were expected to resume 
shortly.  However, I believe there are at 
least two obstacles that have to be 
overcome before this happens. One is 
selection and approval for a 
specific agency to receive amounts for 
electronic transfer thereafter to individual 
pensioners, as is currently done by 
Crown Agents for Federal pensions. The 
second is Treasury/Reserve Bank 
authorisation to transfer forex for this 
purpose, although Turville thinks this 
already exists. Perhaps transfers will only 
commence once sufficient completed 
certificates of life and banking details 
have been processed by the Pensions 
Office. 
Meanwhile, the FLF has decided NOT to 
further publicise the intended restoration 
of pension payments, until we see it 
happening. We have already 

received completed documents from an 
estimated one-third of Zim government 
service pensioners living in South Africa, 
according to Turville. We don't want 
to create unnecessary work for 
ourselves at this stage. Only when we 
see some results, will we move to the 
next phase. 
Payment of a pension can be made into 
a pensioner's non-resident bank account 
in Zimbabwe, on request to the Pensions 
Office. However, it is then up to the 
account holder to arrange the transfer of 
funds, which incurs considerable bank 
charges and/or commission at both 
ends.  
Kind regards 
John Redfern 
Honorary National Secretary 
Flame Lily Foundation 
PO Box 95474 
0145 Waterkloof 
Tel: 012 4602066 
Fax: 086 6484794 
Email: rasa@iafrica.com 
Website: www.flf-rasa.org 

~ 

ñDear Dick and Glenn.   

Just received the latest Outpost.  Thanks.  

Once again a great production.   

 Glad to see that the Annual Dinner was a 

great success. 

mailto:rasa@iafrica.com
http://www.flf-rasa.org/
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Please give my apologies for the AGM. 

Best regards to all at the branch. 

Steve Acornley 7784ò 

~ 

ñHi Glenn, 

Just received today my copy of the 

Outpost and reading through couldn't 

help but notice the 'crie-du coeur" from 

one of our "younger" members, 6345 

Dave Holmes.  I have not come across a 

Rhodesian "Rhoster" but think I might 

just have a recipe that he might like to try 

( attached). 

The little bit of history that goes with it is 

as follows:- 

My late wife's grandfather, Arthur 

Sullivan, (he arrived in Africa as a 'Mule 

Hand' with the British forces during the 

Boer War) moved into the Hotel Trade 

after the hostilities, and  eventually started 

a number of hotels up in Africa, the last 

being the original Wankie Hotel, where 

he succumbed to the Spanish Flu 

epidemic. 

 

They say that good things run in families, 

and although there is no blood line, this 

member of that august family is now in 

the process of writing a recipe book, 

many of the dishes dating back to the 

early 20th century. 

Dave Holmes might like to try this out in 

his fascinating piece of cullinary 

equipment. 

Best Regards 

"Older Member"  Don Norris  (5137)ò 

~ 

“Hi Dick  (28th December) 
Very many thanks for the generous 
donation of R10,000 to the FLF, toward 
the costs of coordinating the pensions 
exercise and Grateful Gran project. We 
are most grateful to the BSA Police 
Regimental Association of the Transvaal 
for the significant support we have 
enjoyed in meeting the needs of our 
fellow Rhodesians. The pensions 
exercise has been stressful, but the 
reward will be in seeing results.  
Once again, thank you very much for 
your assistance and support.  

Best wishes to you and your members 
for 2010.  
Warm regards  
John  Redfern” 

~ 

ñHi Glenn.  
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I thought you may find this of interest for 

one of your editions. I attended a school 

reunion (St Aidan's College 

Grahamstown) in early February 2010 

and met up with a BSAP lad who 

attended the same College, namely 

Charles Castle 6865 and later with 

another ex BSAP colleague Graham "K" 

Griffiths (those who knew Graham will 

know what the "K" stood for)  The onset 

of senior status appears to have affected 

Graham's memory as he had no 

recollection of who I was !! Needless to 

say, thereafter any further discussion 

came to an end. Graham is part owner of 

the Royal St Andrews Hotel in Port 

Alfred.  Also in Port Alfred at the 43 

Flying School is 6331 George Stewart  

Squad 5/61. I called in to see him but he 

was out instructing. I believe he is the 

Chief Flying instructor there. While in 

Port Elizabeth I met up with Brian Bernie 

Burstein and Nobby Clarke for another 

reunion. 

During the course of the school reunion I 

was sad to hear that 6414 Gerald Patrick 

Horn (Gerry) Squad 8/61 had passed 

away some 8 to 10 years ago, apparently 

from a heart attack. I have no further 

details and I am sure that this information 

has not been recorded in our records. 

Regards  

Terry Smith 6416ò 

Dick G will know, Terry ï Ed. 

~ 

“Blue and Old Gold. I collected my 
copy this morning from the publisher 
and bumped into "Stroppy" Stanton! 
He's had very little time to review his 
copy (and he ordered several more) 
but attached below are his first 
thoughts on the new book. I agree 
with him; a magnificent job. In SA it 
will be available either at Exclusive 
Books or direct from the publisher 
30Degrees South (011-839.4671). 

Dave Sloman 5695” 

“I have just "glanced through" the 
Blue and Old Gold - The History of 
the British South Africa Police 1889-
1980.  All I can say is that the 
authors, illustrators, design 
technicians, publishers and 
contributors have scored a "first".  
The content and presentation of this 
publication does credit to all 
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members (reserve and regular) who 
served Rhodesia for those 91 years 
and the British South Africa Police in 
particular.  The publication will no 
doubt take its "first of the Line" 
position in terms of other similar 
works that have been published 
since 1980.  Not only will this 
publication be of immense value and 
pleasure to all members but also be 
of significant "historical" value 
to historians and all "Rhodesians". 

Peter Stanton  (5809)” 

~ 

“In Late January, former S.A.C. Bill 
Ellway was seriously assaulted by 
three blacks in his home in Harare. 
He was badly bruised and beaten 
but okay. Horrific! 

Alan Brent 7055”  

Thanks to all Inposters  - Ed. 
 
 

DEATH NOTICES 
 
We extend our condolences to the 
families and friends of the deceased. 

4332 Peter Charles Short PMM 

We regret to advise his death on 

29/11/09.  Peter served 16/11/48 to 

17/7/73, retiring with the rank of Chief 

Superintendant. He was an Honorary 

Life Member of the UK Branch of the 

Association and had served as Hon. 

Sec. from 1974 to 1982. Peter's wife Joan 

died on the same day. 

4822 James Wilson Beale 

He passed away on 5/11/09 at Lafitte, 

France.  Jim died of heart failure after a 

long illness. He served 31/12/51 - 

30/12/54, leaving with the rank of 

Constable.  Jim was a member of the UK 

Branch of the Association. 

110856 Keith Williams 

He died in Johannesburg on 9th 
December 2009, following a severe 
heart attack. Keith attested 7th March 
1979 taking discharge "by purchase" on 
24th October 1980. 

6147 Anthony Finn Anderson  
Tony died on Sunday 17th January 
2010 in Cape Town. He had been 
receiving treatment in hospital but his 
death occurred after his discharge. The 
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branch was represented at the service in 
Bryanston, Joburg, by John Pirrett; Alex 
Fraser; Harry Browne; Dave Sloman 
and Dick Glanville. 

Professor Dick Christie 

He died in Cape Town on 9th February 
2010 after battling with a stroke for the 
last 14 months. He was the father in law 
of Bill Singleton 8083. He was professor 
of law at the University of Rhodesia and 
later the University of Cape Town. He 
had also been a VR pilot member of the 
Rhodesian Air Force. 

 3657 Alan Godwin 

He passed away on 7 December 2009 
in Johannesburg. Alan served 1937-
1968, retiring in the rank of Senior Asst. 
Commissioner. A memorial service was 
held for him in Bryanston, Jo'burg, on 5 
January. Present were 3676 John 
Hamilton (served 1937-1946) and 3801 
PW (Coot) Atkinson (served 1939-1947), 
both gentlemen now in their nineties. The 

Transvaal Branch was represented 
by the Chairman, Jock Pirrett (6610). 

WP223/WP552Susanne Dorothy 
Groenewald (nee Law) 
 

She died in Cape Town, South Africa on 

30 October 2009, following a fight with 
cancer.  Susanne was the wife of Andre 
Groenewald (7805).  She first joined the 
BSA Police in May 1973, completing five 
years of service before resigning, and 
then rejoining the force 9 months later to 
serve until January 1981.  She 
completed most of her service in 
Matabeleland Province. Sue and her 
husband had, until recently, been 
involved with wildlife conservation work in 
Zambia.  Her brother, Tony Law joined 
the Railways on leaving the BSAP and 
was killed in an incident on a train. 

PR Aubrey INGRAM (aged 81) 
 
He died of a heart attack in Port 
Elizabeth on Sunday 27 December. 
Aubrey was a member of the local 
committee and a staunch supporter of 
the Association.  
He enrolled into the Police Reserve in 
1960 and took his discharge in 1980 as 
a Stick Leader.  
 

5520 John Christopher Lathe 

He attested 08.05.1956 and retired as 
C/Insp on 04.09.1976. Chris died in late 
November in Durban following a long 
fight against leukemia. Chris was a 
member of the Natal Branch of the 
Association. 
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Fay Marshall 

 Fay, the widow of 4805 Dennis 
Marshall, died on Saturday the 6th of 
March 2010 in Pietermaritzburg. Fay had 
been battling cancer for many years, and 
made a valiant effort to attend the branch 
annual lunch in November last year at 
the Hilton Hotel.  

9445 Roy David Robinson  
  
He passed away on 14 February 2010 
at Durban, after a protracted illness.   
Roy served in the Force, in the Pioneers 
Branch, from1.8.75 to 19.2.79. 
 
Jean McKinley 
 
She was the wife of 22225B Harry 
McKinley (PATU reservist and ex NRP) 
and passed away on 3rd March. The 
funeral on 9th March was attended by 
several Tvl Branch members: John 
Pirrett, Glenn Macaskill, Dick Glanville, 
Ian Duncan, Ashley Collings, Mike 
Miskulin, and associate Allan Lord who 
delivered the eulogy. 
 
 5879 David Graham Stow 
 
He passed away on 1st February at St 
George‟s Hospital , Port Elizabeth after 
being ill for some months. Dave served 
in Umtali in the early 60s. 
 

8581/10354 James ""Jim"" Van Dyk  
 He passed away on 23 January 2010 at 
Port Shepstone, after a long battle with 
cancer.   
Jim served two stints in the Force, initially 
serving from 26 January 1971 to 25 
January 1974 and then again, with the 
Support Unit from 16 January 1978 to 30 
April 1980. 
 
5850 Robert Arthur Vincent 
He died in Durban, KZN on  2 
December 2009, following a long 
battle with cancer.  
 Bob joined the force on 7 July 1958 and 
served until 4 May 1980 retiring as a 
Superintendent.  
 

WP501 Lindsey White  

She died in the United Kingdom on 22 
January 2010, following a long struggle 
with cancer.  Lindsey served in the force 
between January 1979 and September 
1980.  

ARTICLES ETC 

BRITAIN ZIMBABWE SOCIETY: 
Research Day Paper on BSAP. 
 
In June 2009 the Britain Zimbabwe 
Society held a research day function 
in the UK where various papers 
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concerning Rhodesia/Zimbabwe 
were presented. Dr Sue Onslow and 
Annie Bramley delivered a paper 
titled "Why Did You Fight? Oral 
Histories of White Members of the 
Rhodesian Forces" based on the 
answers provided to a questionnaire 
sent to a cross-section of former 
members. Geoff Quick (6681) read 
one titled "BSAP Sources" - the 
bibliography of the Force, the 
collection of which Geoff has driven 
for several years. All the papers are 
available at www.britain-
zimbabwe.org.uk, but here is an 
outline of Geoff's paper:  
The original Rhodesian police 
force was formed in 1889. In 
subsequent years the force was the 
subject of a number of name 
changes with the formation and then 
disbandment of new units and 
divisions, a situation which prevailed 
until 1896 when the BSAP was 
reorganised into the unit with which 
we are all familiar. In 1909 the 
Southern Rhodesia Constabulary 
and the BSA Native Police were also 
incorporated and from then until 
1980 the force in the country was 
known only as the BSAP.  

In January 2001 former members of 
the BSAP started an email 
discussion group, dedicated to 
talking about the history of the old 
police forces of Rhodesia.   
A bibliography, called the BSAP 
Bibliography, was subsequently 
started and is the subject of 
discussion from time to time. Not 
everybody in the group is a former 
member of the BSAP; it includes 
amateur genealogists, historians and 
members of academic institutions all 
of whom have an interest one way or 
the other in the history of the Force.  
The research is an ongoing exercise. 
Initially a list of books available was 
compiled, which it is 
believed are relevant to the history of 
the BSAP. Several of the institutes of 
learning in Southern Africa and the 
UK have the Rhodesian Police 
Force listed in their indexes and 
include a number of relevant books 
in their individual collections. The 
Library of Congress in Washington 
has listed copies of books relevant to 
the BSAP in their collection. They are 
also aware where copies of the 
books held by them can be found in 
the collections of university libraries in 
other places in the United States as 

http://www.britain-zimbabwe.org.uk/
http://www.britain-zimbabwe.org.uk/
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well as the United Kingdom, 
Canada, South Africa and Germany 
and is an indication of how widely 
distributed are the available books on 
the BSAP.  
The BSAP Bibliography presently 
lists 225 titles, which have been 
split into three sections. The main 
section consists of 176 titles all of 
which are believed to be relevant to 
our history and are therefore quite 
important sources of information. 
The second section lists books that 
can be described as having no more 
than a passing reference to the 
BSAP included in their pages. 
Although listed in the bibliography, 
and there are 37 of them, they 
cannot always be considered as 
particularly relevant and useful 
sources of information on the 
Regimental History. There 
are twelve works of fiction listed in a 
third section of the bibliography, 
which are novels about the police in 
Rhodesia.  
In addition, details of 148 articles 
from periodicals have been identified 
from magazines published in 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, the United 
States and the UK. The greatest 
wealth of relevant material coming 

from the Rhodesiana magazine, 
which was renamed the Heritage 
magazine, both of which were 
published originally in Rhodesia and 
in subsequent years Zimbabwe. 
Where possible, and it hasn‟t been 
possible in all instances, there has 
been included a brief description of 
the BSAP content of the article and 
some instances a few notes about 
the author.  
Not included are articles from official 
BSAP publications, which were:  the 
Police Review, which was first 
published in March 1911, with the 
last issue appearing in October 
1914; The Rhodesian Defence 
Journal, which was published 
between November 1914 and June 
1923; and the “The Outpost” the first 
edition of which was published in 
July 1923 and continues in 
Zimbabwe to this day. The National 
Archives of Zimbabwe in Gun Hill 
and the National Army Museum in 
London hold comprehensive 
collections of all three of these 
periodicals.  
Also identified are a handful of other 
magazines believed to include 
articles about the BSAP in their 
pages, the most important probably 
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being Africana Notes & News, which 
was the magazine of the Africana 
Society in South Africa and was a 
quarterly publication by the Africana 
Museum in Johannesburg between 
1943 and 1993 and consisted of 
thirty volumes. Publication was 
terminated when the museum 
moved to new premises and re-
opened under a new name aiming to 
become more relevant to South 
Africa. Finding books has been 
easier than tracking down magazine 
articles relevant to the history of the 
BSAP.  
Trying to locate unpublished 
manuscripts in archival collections 
has been more problematic. The 
most comprehensive collection of 
BSAP material is the National 
Archives of Zimbabwe in Harare. 
The National Archives of South 
Africa has their searchable data-
base on line and easy to use. It 
means there is access to the 
repositories of all the main centres in 
that country. The National Archives 
of Botswana has material relevant to 
the BSAP No.1 Division and the 
Protectorate Native Police, as well as 
the 1895 –1896 ill-conceived 
Jameson Raid in their collection.  

In the UK, the Rhodes House 
Library in Oxford has books and 
manuscripts relevant to the BSAP in 
their collection as does the National 
Army Museum, in the latter much of 
it contributed by former members of 
the BSAP. There is also information 
available at the West Street Branch 
of the Cambridge University Library 
and the House of Lords Records 
Office in Westminster. The Public 
Records Office in Kew now called 
the UK's National Archives has an 
online data-base available from 
which as well as their own collection 
BSAP material has been identified 
as being available in the British 
Library, the National Library of 
Wales, and the Derbyshire Records 
Office.  Other sources worth 
checking in the UK will probably be 
the files of the British Empire and 
Commonwealth Museum in Bristol 
although this institution will be 
moving to London in the not too 
distant future. The London Times 
and Cape Weekly Times 
newspapers carried a large number 
of reports on the day-to-day progress 
of the South African War between 
1899 and 1902. The London 
Illustrated News also carried reports 



                                        
                                                British South                              Africa Police 
 

 

  
       Transvaal Outpost 

31 

and pictures. The archives of all 
these publications would be 
worthwhile sources of material.   
The files at the National Archives of 
Zimbabwe list a number of 
unpublished manuscripts relevant to 
the BSAP available. It is possible that 
unpublished material in the form of 
the memoirs of former members of 
the BSAP may be lodged in an 
archive or more likely a private 
collection elsewhere in Zimbabwe, 
UK and South Africa.  No attempt 
has been made to establish if there 
was much in the way of musical and 
film material available for inclusion in 
a BSAP Bibliography.   
In conclusion, why is a BSAP 
Bibliography being compiled? The 
fact is that memories are selective 
and in many instances rapidly fading, 
so it is an effort to get everything 
together now. In a few years time 
there will be few former members of 
the BSAP still living and after that the 
Force will be forgotten and become 
a footnote in the history books. 
 

The Bardopolous Murder. 
(4988) Bill Crossan. 

 

During May, 1970, a Greek 
National Mr.Bardopolous from 
the Congo booked into the 
Ambassador Hotel, Union 
Avenue, Salisbury. He parked 
his car, an old two tone V8 
Oldsmobile in a metered 
parking bay. After a few days of 
collecting parking tickets and 
the fact that the car was now 
beginning to leak fuel or oil the 
hotel management reported 
that he was missing as it 
appeared that he had not slept 
in his hotel room for a few days. 
The car was towed away by the 
Municipality and missing person 
enquiries were carried out by 
Uniform Branch. There was no 
indication at the time that it was 
foul play.   
That year Rhodesia had a lower 
rainfall than normal and the 
level of Lake McIlwaine was 
extremely low and early in 
1971 either a game warden or a 
fisherman reported that there 
was a skeleton lying in the mud 
at Crocodile creek. 
C/Supt. Bill Hobley 
and I attended the scene. 
When an attempt was made to 
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remove the body it was found 
that a large concrete block had 
been affixed to the body.  The 
block had been secured to the 
hands and legs of the corpse by 
means of fencing wire.  
 The Police Aqua team were 
called out to assist in searching 
the muddy waters. George 
Hatch was one of the team and 
he recovered a small plastic 
bank bag which contained a 
number of emeralds. Also 
recovered were documents in 
the name of the deceased -
Bardopoulos. 
CID investigations started in 
earnest. The exhibits collected 
included the emeralds and the 
fencing wire; if the accused was 
located along with the pliers we 
could marry up the pliers and 
the cuts in the wire.  Also 
recovered from the car was a 
sales guarantee for a Rolex 
wrist watch (this was 
not published and was known 
only to a few in CID). The Rolex 
Oyster had a lifetime guarantee 
and could only be repaired by 
the Swiss manufacturer.  They 
were notified as were 

Interpol and given the details of 
the watch. Nothing came to 
light re the wrist watch.    
I was put in charge of the 
investigation and requested the 
attachment of Charlie Piscopus 
(8494) in view of his knowledge 
of the Greek language.  Charlie 
and I spent many long hours 
questioning persons in the 
Greek Community but very little 
evidence was 
forthcoming. Information was 
received that Bardopoulos had 
visited a Greek family on a 
small holding/ farm near the 
Lake. They told CID that they 
did not know him but the 
informant was adamant that 
Bardopoulos had visited the 
farm.  
As a result of further 
information Bill Hobley and I 
travelled to Johannesburg to 
interview a female hostess 
alleged to be the girl-friend of 
Bardopolous. She was unable 
to give any information other 
than Bardopoulos was mixed 
up in smuggling everything from 
cigarettes to the Congo and 
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precious stones and metals 
from the Congo. 
Charlie received information 
about a group of four Greeks 
from the Congo having visited 
Salisbury about the time of 
Bardopoulos visit.  They left 
Rhodesia approximately four or 
five days later. A check of 
Immigration records showed 
that one of them was called 
Arvanitas.  The names of the 
others cannot be recalled 
now although one of them had 
a Greek name which meant 
Jesus or Christ and he had PCs 
for numerous crimes in Greece. 
I retired shortly after whilst 
investigations were still in 
progress but a few months 
later was contacted 
and informed that Arvanitas 
was back in Salisbury. CID had 
taken him in for questioning 
but with negative result.  
A few weeks before 
Charlie died in 2008 I spoke to 
him about the Bardopolous 
case. Charlie said that he had 
seen and spoken to Arvanitas 
in the Congo a few months 
back. Arvanitas was now an old 

man, married to an indigenous 
female, and really looked down 
and out. Charlie asked him 
about Bardopolous.  Charlie 
said Arvanitas just smiled and 
shook his head. 
As far as I am aware the case 
was never solved. 
 

PINK ELEPHANT OF SINOIA           

by Ben Pretorius 7552           
                                                                     

The year was 1978 and I was 
attached to Special Branch and 
stationed at Kariba. It was also the 
time when ZIPRA (Joshua Nkomo‟s 
Party) were very active in the area, 
so humorous incidents were 
somewhat limited. One incident did 
however take place, which I would 
like to relate, and also to point out 
how gullible some people can be.  
 
Those of you who had travelled to 
Kariba during this time, would recall 
that when proceeding down the 
escarpment from Makuti, abundant 
animal life could still be observed 
(pre Mugabe Regime).  My children 
were always given the challenge, in 
order to keep them quiet in the car, 
that for every Black Panther seen a 
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reward of 10 cents would be paid, 
elephant and other animals only one 
cent. You would be amazed how 
many Black Panthers were on this 
strip of road, seen only by the 
children. One had to be especially 
observant because of elephants, 
usually stationing themselves on the 
narrow tarmac road. I recall always 
thinking that this phenomenon 
mostly took place at night, because 
the warm tar must have triggered 
something in the “toiletry section” of 
the elephant‟s  brain. Huge piles of 
elephant dung would always be 
found lying neatly stacked, usually on 
blind corners, which usually resulted 
in the second thing one did on 
reaching Kariba was to wash your 
car, after having a Chaboeli (that is 
beer for the uninitiated). 
 
Time-off during this period was a 
very scarce entity, because of 
“gookamania” being rife - these “non-
swimmers” pouring across the 
border to cause havoc and mayhem. 
However on the odd occasion 
certain persons attached to the 
BSAP, usually stationed or relieving 
at Karoi or Sinoia, would proceed 
late afternoon for a night of joviality 

and debauchery, to the Kariba 
Casino. In other instances to fit a visit 
in to see the family, prior to visiting 
the Casino, and usually returning to 
their stations early in the morning 
before Stables. Bear in mind that a 
curfew was being ignored by these 
adventurous few, thus the furtive 
manoeuvres.  
 
Now the story goes that a certain 
policeman, who shall remain 
nameless, had proceeded, 
unannounced, from Sinoia late one 
afternoon to Kariba to visit his wife 
and two daughters. At about 3 am in 
the morning after his menial task had 
been completed and while returning 
to Sinoia, he decided to stop near the 
Kariba Airport to relieve his bladder 
of the abundant golden liquid he had 
consumed during the evening. 
Standing next to his vehicle in the 
fresh morning air, surrounded by soft 
moonlight, staring at the distant 
horizon with a concentrated far- 
away look in his eyes, he eventually 
cast his eyes downwards and saw 
he was standing next to a huge 
elephant dung heap. After short 
deliberation he decided to load this 
“heap” consisting of mainly grasses 
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and leaves into the boot of his 
Special Branch motor vehicle. 
Making sure that the “heap” was not 
disturbed of its original shape or size, 
the task was completed successfully. 
 
A couple of hours later in the early 
morning, while entering the farming 
town of Sinoia, he noted the streets 
to be deserted. With a few minutes to 
spare before Stables (for the 
uninitiated when horses were no 
longer used in District Stations the 
word Stables remained in order to 
wash clean and check Police 
vehicles at 6am in the morning), he 
decided to put his plan into action. 
Carefully lifting the “heap” out the car 
boot, he placed it in the middle of the 
Main Street of Sinoia, wetting it with 
water from his standard issue water 
bottle. Standing back he observed 
that the “heap” looked genuinely very 
fresh, with the moisture still flowing 
from it as if it had only just been 
delivered. He then proceeded on his 
way, anticipating the discovery.  
 
It should be borne in mind that no live 
elephant had been seen in the 
Sinoia area since the 1930s, mainly 
because of commercial farming 

having progressed. Elephant had by 
this time either been shot out or had 
moved over the escarpment into the 
Zambezi Valley, which was situated 
approximately 100 kms North of 
Sinoia.    
Well, on entering the local Police Pub 
that evening, this unnamed 
policeman was enthralled to hear as 
to how many of the locals had 
actually seen this elephant in the 
early morning mist of Sinoia. What 
were also of interest, apart from the 
actual sighting, were the different 
sizes of this elephant, and the 
different sizes of its tusks.  
It also made the headlines of the 
local Sinoia newspaper the following 
morning. 
No more said. 
Thanks Ben. For information, Ben 
has been very ill with heart problems 
recently but is now on the mend ï 
Ed. 
 

2010 world cup 

 
Guys please get used to these now 
so we do not embarrass ourselves 
during the 2010 world cup!!!   
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Gauteng is making itself respectable 
and it's our duty to help as far as we 
can. Therefore, job titles will be 
"upgraded" (as was approved in 
parliament) and we have to 
familiarise ourselves with these titles 
just in case some foreigner is 
listening when we are talking.... 
 
NEW JOB TITLES IN THE NEW 
SOUTH AFRICA: in preparation 
for 2010!!! 
 
Murderer : Population Stabilizer  
Orphan : Independent Youngster  
Beggar : Financial Gatherer  
Cleaner : Hygiene Specialist  
Rapist : Senior Practitioner in 
Sexual Practices  
Gardener : Landscape Executive 
and Animal Nutritionist  
House Maid : Family Environs 
Upkeep Manager  
Messenger : Business 
Communications Conveyer  
Window Cleaner : Transparent 
Wall Technician  
Temporary Teacher :Associate 
Tutor  
Tea lady : Refreshment Overseer  
Garbage Collector : Public 
Sanitation Technician  

Watchman/security : Theft 
Prevention and Surveillance 
Officer or  
Wealth Distribution Prevention 
Officer  
Prostitute : Practical Sexual 
Relations Officer  
Thief : Wealth Distribution Officer  
Driver : Automobile Propulsion 
Specialist  
Maid : Domestic Operations 
Specialist  
Employee without Portfolio : 
Administration Manager  
Cook : Food Preparation Officer  
Unemployed :Township Manager 
Gossiper : Research Manager 
 TAXI  DRIVERS:   DEMOLITION 
SPECIALISTS  
  

THIS AND THAT 

Police Commissioner blocks 
audit 

Harare - The Zimbabwe Republic 
Police (ZRP) Commissioner, 
Augustine Chihuri, who blocked 
government auditors from accessing 
police records earlier this month, is 
said to be busy issuing out force 
numbers to non-police officers in a 
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desperate bid to cover up the 
existence of ghost workers. 
Police sources told Radio VOP on 
Thursday: "The exercise started 
when the audit process was 
announced. So far even cleaners 
and a lot of constabularies have 
been given force numbers. Most of 
these officers who are being given 
force numbers, are just getting new 
uniforms but they have been told that 
they have no arresting powers." 
Chihuri was last week said to have 
instructed senior officers to deny 
government auditors access to 
police records, in a move seen as an 
attempt at covering up for the huge 
number of ghost workers. "There is a 
huge discrepancy, the last official 
statistics put the number of trained 
police officers at 35 000 but now a 
figure of 50 000 is being 
announced," said the sources. 
The Minister of Finance Tendai Biti is 
said to have told Chihuri to justify 
why he wanted him to release 
money from the budget to cater for 
50 000 officers if he did not want to 
co-operate with the auditors. "He is 
using the delay to put his house in 
order," said the source.  
The Minister Youth Development, 

Indigenisation and Empowerment 
recently admitted to have hired 10 
000 ghost workers.  
The Ministry of Public Service has 
embarked on an audit of the civil 
service and its payroll, in a bid to rid 
the system of massive corruption. 
The audit was expected to disclose 
tens of thousands of "ghost" workers. 
It involved a physical count of all civil 
servants, excluding the army, which 
is not classified under the Public 
Service.  
Although the audit was approved by 
cabinet, it met strong resistance from 
Zanu PF, which is being accused of 
paying a big chunk of the taxpayers' 
money to its youth militia, most of 
whom are too under-qualified to be 
civil servants and are only used to 
terrorise voters at election time. For 
one to be a police officer, one is 
required to be a holder of minimum 
educational requirements of five O 
level passes, including Maths and 
English. When contacted for a 
comment the Minister of Public 
Service, Eliphas Mukonoweshuro, 
said, "We are looking into the matter 
but we will publicise everything once 
we are through with the audit." 



                                        
                                                British South                              Africa Police 
 

 

  
       Transvaal Outpost 

38 

Ghost squads!!! ï Ed. 
 

MEMORABILIA 

Attached is a price list of all 
Memorabilia available at this time. 
Andrew Sternslow (contact details 
under Committee) is your contact 
man for those who want to 
purchase. Certain items are coming 
to the end of their run and will not be 
replaced. In particular, Cushions, Hip 
Flasks, Scarf's, Cuff Links and Ties: 
there are only a few left and in all 
probability, will not be replaced in the 
near future. 

Ties – R90, Jerseys - R200, 
Cushions – R120, Hip flasks – R80, 
Golf shirts – R90, Scarves – R60, 
Key rings – R30, Cufflinks – R50, 
Caps – R75, Red wine – R35 each, 
White wine – R25 each, Whisky 
glasses – R20, Wine glasses small – 
R25, Wine glasses large – R30.  

THE LAST POST – comment by 
Dave Sloman 

Personally I get the chills when 
I hear the haunting melody of 

the Last Post when played at 
funerals, but until now I have 
never known its origins. 
The story goes that it all started 
in 1862 during the American 
Civil War, when Union Army 
Captain Robert Ellicombe was 
with his men near Harrison‟s 
Landing, Virginia. The 
Confederate Army was on the 
other side of the narrow strip of 
land. During the night Captain 
Ellicombe heard the moans of a 
soldier who lay severely 
wounded on the field. Not 
knowing if is was a Union of 
Confederate soldier, the 
Captain decidied to risk his life 
and bring the stricken man back 
for medical attention. Crawling 
on his stomach through the 
gunfire he reached the stricken 
soldier and pulled him back to 
the Union lines. There he 
discoved the man was actually 
a Confederate soldier but he 
was dead. 
The Captain lit a lantern and 
suddenly caught his breath with 
shock – it was his own son. The 
boy had been studying music in 
the South when the war had 
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broken out and unknown to his 
father had enlisted in the 
Confederate Army. 
The father asked his superiors 
to give his son a full military 
burial, despite his enemy 
status. His request was only 
partially granted. 
The Captain had asked if he 
could have a group of Army 
band members play a funeral 
dirge for his son at the funeral. 
This was refused but out of 
respect for the father agreed he 
could have one musician. The 
Captain chose a bugler and he 
asked him to play a series of 
musical note he had found on a 
piece of paper in the pocket of 
his son‟s uniform. This request 
was granted and thus was born 
the haunting melody we now 
know as „The Last Post‟. 
Words were put to it, whether 
by Captain Ellicombe or 
someone else later I do not 
know, but are as follows: 
 
“Day is done. 
Gone the sun. 
Fom the lakes 
From the hills. 

From the sky. 
All is well… 
Safely rest. 
God is nigh.  
 
Fading light. 
Dims the sight. 
And a star. 
Gems the sky. 
Gleaming bright. 
From afar. 
Drawing nigh. 
Falls the night. 
 
Thanks and praise. 
For our days. 
Neath the sun 
Neath the stars. 
Neath the sky 
As we go. 
This we know. 
God is nigh.” 
 

RHODESIA - A POEM 
by James Sturges (84) 

 

Jacarandas, blue tinged trees, 
Laughing children, all say 
please. 
Smiling nannies loud and 
chatting, 
Queens Club cricket, Rhodies 
batting. 
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Braais and picnics, Maleme 
Dam, 
Tanganda tea and Colcom 
Ham. 
Greeting friends to talk and talk, 
Hillside Dams were safe to 
walk. 
Snakes and mossies, flying 
ants, 
Schoolboy rugby, winning 
chants. 
Swimming parties,sleep-in 
nights, 
Christmas Carols by candle 
light. 
Honest Police, able and willing, 
Downing's rolls ten for a 
shilling. 
Sunday car trips, Matopos 
caves, 
OM's and Busters Saturday 
raves. 
Week-end outings to Vic Falls, 
Dancing and Ballet in Curtain 
Calls. 
Beautiful gardens, Centenary 
Park, 
Window shopping just after 
dark. 
Burger and Hot-dogs, Eskimo 
Ices, 
Aromas from cafes of curry and 

spices. 
Snow white tackies, Bata 
shoes, 
Charity fetes, tombola and 
booze. 
Clear blue skies or heavy rain, 
Wish I could live it all over 
again. 
Memories fade, so much to tell. 
Oh Yes, Dear Rhodesia 
I remember you well.  
 

Just another day in 
Africa 

 
Cape Town:  
"I have promised to keep his 
identity confidential,” said Jack 
Maxim, a spokeswoman for the 
Sandton Sun Hotel, 
Johannesburg , "but I can 
confirm that he is no longer in 
our employment. We asked him 
to clean the lifts and he spent 
four days on the job. When I 
asked him why, he replied: 
'Well, there are forty of them, 
two on each floor, and 
sometimes some of them aren't 
there'. Eventually, we realised 
that he thought each floor had a 
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different lift, and he'd cleaned 
the same two, twelve times. We 
had to let him go. It seemed 
best all round. I understand he 
is now working for GE Lighting." 
 
Johannesburg: 
"The situation is absolutely 
under control," Transport 
Minister Ephraem Magagula 
told the Swaziland Parliament 
in Mbabane. "Our nation's 
merchant navy is perfectly safe. 
We just don't know where it is, 
that's all." Replying to an MP's 
question, Minister Magagula 
admitted that the landlocked 
country had completely lost 
track of its only ship, the 
Swazimar:"We believe it is in a 
sea somewhere. At one time, 
we sent a team of men to look 
for it, but there was a problem 
with drink and they failed to find 
it, and so, technically, yes, 
we've lost it a bit. But I 
categorically reject all 
suggestions of incompetence 
on the part of this government. 
The Swazimar is a big ship 
painted in the sort of nice bright 
colours you can see at night. 

Mark my words, it will turn up. 
The right honourable gentleman 
opposite is a very naughty man, 
and he will laugh on the other 
side of his face when my ship 
comes in." 
 
Kenya:  
"What is all the fuss about?" 
Weseka Sambu asked a hastily 
convened news conference at 
Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport. "A technical hitch like 
this could have happened 
anywhere in the world. You 
people are not patriots. You just 
want to cause trouble." Sambu, 
a spokesman for Kenya 
Airways, was speaking after the 
cancellation of a through flight 
from Kisumu, via Jomo 
Kenyatta, to Berlin : 
"The forty-two passengers had 
boarded the plane ready for 
take-off, when the pilot noticed 
one of the tyres was flat. Kenya 
Airways did not possess a 
spare tyre, and unfortunately 
the airport nitrogen canister 
was empty. A passenger 
suggested taking the tyre to a 
petrol station for inflation, but 
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unluckily the jack had gone 
missing so we couldn't get the 
wheel off. Our engineers tried 
heroically to reinflate the tyre 
with a bicycle pump, but had no 
luck, and the pilot even blew 
into the valve with his mouth, 
But he passed out. When I 
announced that the flight had to 
be abandoned, one of the 
passengers, Mr Mutu, suddenly 
struck me about the face with a 
life-jacket whistle and said we 
were a national disgrace. I told 
him he was being ridiculous, 
and that there was to be 
another flight in a fortnight. And, 
in the meantime, he would be 
able to enjoy the scenery 
around Kisumu, albeit at his 
own expense." 
 

Correct Police Language 
 
A young policeman, on his first day 
on the beat, turns around a corner 
and spots a big black guy dancing, 
jumping up and down on the roof of 
a car. 
The copper gets straight on his radio, 
"Come in control, back up, I need 
back up!" he shouts. 

The control operator's voice comes 
over the radio, "What's the situation?" 
"A big black idiot is jumping up and 
down, dancing all over a car roof," 
replies our boy in blue. 
"You can't say things like that over 
the radio," says the control operator. 
"Use politically correct police 
language." 
"Okay," replies the young cop. 
"Control, come in I need back up!" 
"What's the situation?" replies the 
smug operator. 
"ZULU TANGO SIERRA!" 
 

And finally – who says men 
do not remember 
anniversaries? 

 
A woman awakes during the 
night to find that her husband 
was not in their bed.  She puts 
on her robe and goes 
downstairs to look for him. 
She finds him sitting at the 
kitchen table with a hot cup of 
coffee in front of him.  He 
appears to be in deep thought, 
just staring at the wall.  
She watches as he wipes a tear 
from his eye and takes a sip of 
his coffee.  'What's the matter, 
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dear?' she whispers as she 
steps into the room, 'Why are 
you down here at this time of 
night?'  
The husband looks up from his 
coffee, 'I am just remembering 
when we first met 20 years ago 
and started dating.  You were 
only 16. Do you remember back 
then?' he asks solemnly. 
The wife is almost reduced to 
tears herself, just thinking how 
caring and sensitive her 
husband is.  'Yes, I do' she 
replies. 
The husband pauses. 
The words were not coming 
easily. 'Do you remember when 
your dad caught us in the 
backseat of my car?'  
'Yes, I remember,' said the wife, 
lowering herself into a chair 
beside him. 
The husband continues:  'Do 
you remember when he shoved 
that shotgun in my face and 
said, 'Either you marry my 
daughter, or I will send you to 
jail for 20 years?' 
'I remember that, too' she 
replies softly. 
He wipes another tear from his 

cheek and says, 'I would have 
got out today.' 
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Have a good 2010 everyone! Ed. 
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